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Raise The Mayflower!

Classic Cars\pril 1991

Therusting Triumph attached to a 'personal’ nuber plate inspired its buyers to
their first restoration. Arnold Wilson tells the tale

WHAT are the chances fifiding a 1953 car whichas had only one owndrom new, has only 7,628iles
onthe clock and has not turnedvaheel for 35 years?

The Triumph Mayflower fitting thidescripton was registered on August 1953at Horsmonden in Kent
but, thefollowing spring, torrential rainfall caused the local riVieise to flood, halubmerging the car. When
the floodsubsidedhe car was dragged out of theater and stored in aolck-up garagewhereit remained
untouched for thregyears.It was then moved to an old bamhich it occupied for the next 30 yeaiEhe ptal
mileage covereduring itsbrief severmonths of active life was leslsan 8,000 miles.

Enter Alan Kormes of Bradford, wivas seaching for a personalised numbplate. He saw just the right
one- KOR985- adwertised in the local Motor Marand bought it (attached to anld rustingcar) for £400. It was
only whenhis wife Maureen discovered that thear, a 1953 Tumph Mayflower, wasegistered in the same
month and yeathat she was bornthat they decided tkeep it and, as Alan put it, "to tidy it wgpbit and get it
through the MoT".

Alan recalled the occasion well. "Tfilen selling the car said jtist needed @it of body repair, a small
amount ofwelding to the floopan and, oh yes, thengine was a bit tight and he hadfdrced it. In the dark by




the light of atorch, it didn't look too bad, but idlaylight it looked terrible with a lot aforrosion and surface rust,
and theinside covered in half an inch of riverud. However, we'd bought it, so wkecided to restore it. Alan
said 'we' because the rebuild waggenuine collaborative effort witMaureen.

The Triumph Motor Company wésunded by Siegfried Bettmann,German immigrant, who produced his
first car, the Triumph 10/20 saloon, I925.During the prewar years thecompany prospered with models such
asthe Super Seven and Nine, Gloria &womite being developed with the abéssistance of Donald Healey,
who joinedthe company in 1933.

In 1944 Sir John Black of tBéandard Motor Compay bought outTriumph and some two years later
launched the 1800 Triumph Roadsterd the Triumph Renown. The Renowith its razoredge body styling,
owedmuch to the expertlse gained frobuilding plyvood-panelled Mosquitaircraft during the war

Thel950 Earls Court Motor Show saw
the unveiling of the Triumh Mayflower,a
scaleddown version of the Renowmith the
same distinctive razeedgestyling but sporting
a conventional,247cc engine developing a
modest38bhpat 4,200rpm. In a car weighing
just over 19cwt the performance wdwsrdering
on the sluggik, with a topspeed @ only
65mph. The Mayflower wasriced at £395 and
some 32,000 werbuilt, including 500
convertibles.

Compmany policy changed radically in
1952with the unveiling of the T Rsports car at
== the London Motor Showstarting a run of very

| successful sportsars up o the il-fated TR7.
The RenowrandMayflower saloons remain
mainlyin the shadows.

Alan Kormes, a maintenance foreman

Mayflower shell, \yith @ heavy goods vehicle firm, hawned

m@ sewerd sports saloons includingrord Escort
Lt Manworks RS and two Audishé currert one being a
block after forcing — Quattro. Althoughan experienced mechanic,
Plstons Alan hadnever restoed a car and initially did
%"%ﬁoﬁ not have an)specialis'F equipment or tools,
TR e althouch at work he did have access to
’;:;‘:’:M 2 Sl compressed air and gas weldieguipment.

was home- Du_rlng the re_bund hé)oughtajod(_jler, several
high standard ~ Pairsof tin snips, a small angle grinder, a MIG

welder and a grit blaster.

Like most restorers, Alan started to
dismartle the car to discover the fuéixtent of
the corrosion and rust. "Weet towork with
marked boxes and justripped everything off
the lights,doors, trim and wiring- everything,
right back to the bare shell. The vinyl
upholstery, after scraping off the dngud, was
hard and brittle, while theubber mats just
disintegrated.

"Thechassis, which is welded to the

body, wadn mainly excellent conditiorwhichsurprised us. Where water coutwllect however- such as in the
boot floor and crossnember, the nearside siinddoor pillar, and wher¢he roof panel meets the bodysevere
rustinghad left large holes all over the place."




What was the condition of thenechanical parts, bearing in mind thidte car had covered a mere 7,600
miles?'The engine was seized solidgdmmaented Alan, "although &ernallyit looked OK. The rest of the
mechanicaparts hal surface rust but looked quitgood- at least superficially."

Therestoration was now under waygnd byworking each evening and rigtitrough the weekends the job
wascompleted in just 15 months'We werevery keen at first," recalled MaureertWe were using a small corner
of the workshop where Alan worked, but wheme disovered that the firm was movingnd that ‘our’ space
wouldn't beavailabk, we just had to get a move @md complete the joby

Alan decided to work on thieody/chassis unit, and found that thfieont end of the simple but sturdy ladder
frame was in good order, apart from thievo outriggers, which needed replacinghe rest of the chassis rails and
crossmemberswere also satisfetory, othe than the rear outriggers and the backossmember under the boot,
whichwere cut out and new sections welded Fhe inner and outer sills at Hosides(particularly the nearside)
were h avery bad condition and hthto bepartially or totaly replaced.

"I made templatesn cardboard forevery panel and part thaneededreplacing and then made them i
steeland hoped they would ffir some did,some didn't. It wasi'easy because sond the pieces had double
curves, ad mymeagre toolsonsisted of two lengths @ingle iron, a few little dollies, a ¥@nda hammer."

However, using a mixture of ttianderror, sheer determinatin and not dittle skill our man managed to
re-makethe sections which hé&to be replacedMayflower panelsunlike the popularT R sports car units, are not
available new ard therefore hal to be either mader obtained seconédhand from a clubmember who might be
breaking up aar for spares.

T The aforementioned roof agaroundthe lower edge of the bac
windowandrear quarter panel wasiia dreadfuktate, requiring mule surgery
andreplacement with new steel, a $kexacerbated by the presence of lots of
lead from the leadloading used whethe car was built in 1953. Fitinnew
pieces was made much easierngajoddler, which puts a step algnthe edge
of the panel, allowing it to be dliunderthe original bodywork while retainma
level surface across the join.dlsoobviates the need for edgm-edge (butt)
welding, which$ not easy for thénexperienced welder

Another large panel which ldato befabricated was the offside inner
wing, which includes the battery platformnal runs deep into the bulkhead.
Making anew 'J'- shaped from window channelwhich runs along the scuél
top, causedcho end oftrouble. "The water hdsettled in the channel ahthe

Repairing this area was a difficult job

made worse by Fifties lead-loading wholearea was badly corroded drl couldn'tget anyoneto make a ew piece,

becausdt was a wheeling job, whatever that, g0 | ended up making it mysel
| heatedup a strip of steel and tappetiriound different sized rods it was a deviof ajob, but in the end | got it
right.”

The handformed panels were weldeithto place using the firms' oxyacetyleneequipment but Ala soon
reached goint where . . . " | was holdina piece ofmetal with a lar in one hand wih thewelding torch in the
other ard thewelding rod between my teeth andil K 2 dz3 K & ¢ SUNB ,RRlboyga aniVKGA a | f f
welder, whit wassuperb- much quicker and vgreasy tchandle.”

Having completed all tnbodyworkrepars, the next task wato remove theaint and surface rust right
bad to baresteel. This proved to be more diffitthan expected, taking AteandMaureen many evenings of
hard graft torub down the rusty roof ath bonnet andhen to remove the lacquer at black cellulose, using both
mechanichandchemical methods.

Finally the body was flattedown andany imperfections were rectified i plastic metal filler, which is the
nearestthing to genuine lead loading. Brhalsaook many hours of hard grd (literally!) as Alan admits that he i
not the world's best 'fillerand many areasceived three or even four applicatiobgfore it was consilered
satisfactory. Athe end of a log session the coupleould well have been mistaken for aipaf Homeprideflour
graders!

The body was the masked up andiven a coat of etching primer followdxy three coats of grey primer
surfacerwith wet-and-dry flatting (800 gradelpetween each application. Thivasfollowed by two good coats of
black cellulose and then flatted wht 1200grade paper, prior to the body recengits final coat of paint. After
hardening,t was polished with a mixter of finerubbing compound and-€ut, finishirg off with a good wa
polish.

After the car had been paintellan set about installig the new wirng harness which lhbeen made up
by Auto-Sparks of Hull. "It arrivediiaonef 2 2 i 0dzo S 6 2 E hdwhehB&laid itfod & the flobty = b |




wasabout ten feet longer than the carthere seemed to be suffient for two cars. The leads werel @blour
codedand perfectm every way. We opted f®VC inners and cath braided coveringwhich cost £87 but was
cheaper tlan one made up in the original seyandspecification”

Alan, the mechanic, assumed ththe subsequent restoration of the mechanigadrts would be quite
straight forwad - but it was not to be, as the 'rather tighéngine turnel out to be completelgeized up.

The design of the R47cc, 38bhpayflower engines quite conventionalith a singé, chain- driven
camshaft seabout halfway up the cast ino block,pushing inverted valvesasiadjustablecam followers
(tappets).

Off came the cylindehead, tappetcover plate and sump. Without net difficulty the bigend and mai
bearingswere undone and the cranksfiaemoved. But tle pistons were@mmovable, being well and tty
corroded into the cylinders. Aftesomeineffective light tapping, Alan lokto resort to a blok of wood and a big
hammer to force ach pisbn out of theblock. A all the little-ends werecompletely seized up, they spent the
next few weeks soaking ia bucket ofliesel fuel which eventuallfreed them.The same treatment was gindo
the screw- adjusing cam followers, makgthem reusable.

Alan then had to decilwhich pats he could cope with himself and wdfiwould need specialist attention.
The crankshaf showed some surfaceorrosion and was reground to 20dh undersize, while the block klato be
rebored to 40 tha oversize to remove thsurface pitting; tie top being skimmedor the same reason. A number
of newvalves were bought from the TriurhpMayflower Club, but several had sligghtvider than standard stems.
As newguides were not available somedto behoned out to take the largestemmedvalves.

The aluminum cylinder hed was ingood order, although two of the spaplug holes had to be 'helicoiled'
as plugemoval ha stripped the threadsRemoving the broken temperatusender housing at the back of the
cylinder head hd stripped the threadsind to have the hole plugged amd-tapped would have cost £45, but a
50padaptor from a plumbers' merchant plaslittle ingenuity finalf solved theproblem.

Much refabrication ofpanels was required before welding arjddicious use of filler, ipreparation for painting with three coats of
primer.

The engine was thereassembledising the original oil pump,ew big endand main bearings, and a new
timingchain, while the originacamshaft anatam followers were refittedOversizeistons and ring, complete
with newgudgeon pins and littleend bearingsompleted the rebuildig of the block.




All the cylinde head bolts wereeplaced and, asew ones werainavailable, Ala used long lgh tensle set
screws which were cut to lengiandscrewed into the block using 'Loctitdhe cylindehead was cleaned up and
skimmed before being torqued dovwanto the block.

"The starte motor didn'twork”, recalled Alan, "so | strippetidown, freed off the seized bushes, polished
up the commutatorand reassembled it,rad it worked perfectly. Th dynamo wasnissing but we managed to
pick one upfrom Priors of Geat Yarmouth whé onholiday, and after ¢l stripped andebuilt it, it worked OK .
"The fuelsystem caused some problems, becauagher aurprisingly, Ala refitted the original petrol tank whik
started to leak while they were motoring to a gl The problem was finally solved lmptaining a secondhand
tank andmaking one good tank from the twoh& Solex Type 30 FAlwas alsonalfunctioring and was
eventualy replaced by a new uti

As the old onébox exhaussystemwas almost norexistent Alan callé onthe services of Ludlowsna
exhaustspecialistm Sowerby Bridge, whiabricated a new system in rdikteel foraround £75.

Fortunatelythe transmissia systemurned out to be n good order; theclutch had a aw release bearing
fitted while the gearbox, projshaft and baclaxle were all refitte after cleaningpainting and changing theloi

The brake pipes needed replagiandthe six s&zed wheel cylinder wererebuilt using recon kits. The rea
brakelinings were fine but new front onewere riveted onto the origineshoesTime and the elements had taken
their toll on the handbrake mechanism, bafter releasing all th linkages, owylthe front calde required
replacing.

The front suspension, which aconventional twinwishbone arrangemenuith coil springs and telescopic
dampers, h a d fared very well requigionly new top wishbone inrrebushes andvheel bearings. Rather
surprisingly Alan refitted the originedampers.Similary the wormand-peg steeringsystem wasri good order
and, afterdismantling and cleaning, it was relivvith some adjustment to the steergbox to take up the small
amount of wear. The semielliptic spring reasuspensiomlid not require any replacement partd;was nerely
cleaned up and painted, ti the retention of the originadampers.

In the meantimeMaureen ha beenworking hard on the interior, makgbrown paper patterns for the floor
panels from which she d¢uhe underfelt.Using the same technique, high gixaktarpet was cut to shape, edge
bound andfitted to the car floor all done byMaureen using a combination of hd and machine stitching. She
thenre-covered the door panels inraatchingvinyl and, while this wdrwas inprogress, a friend kirg rebuit
andcovered the seats.




Maureen then turné to the headlining , which surprisingly wanotthe standard suspended cloth unkut
consisted basically of a pair of rhdlardroof panels and several smallones sprung into the roof. She rebdi
acknowledged that this was amyedifficult job, but persevered urtshewas happy with the restil

Of the instruments, oyl thetemperature gauge requiré attention. The rest had thie faces cleaned up
before being reinstalled in the faciahdsemaphoe arm indicators, ignitia lockand floor mounted digswitch
had al seized up but Alan soon dahemwaorking again.

Most of the exterio brightwork,including the front and reabumpers, window surrounds, grd panels and
headlight surrounds, was fehromed,although several parts lobto be patchedup with brazing rod firstA new
set ofhubcaps from a TRcompleted thechrome.

Looking back over thwhole projectwvere there any moments/hen the tesskproved almost too
formidable? "YeSNB LS A SR ! £ | y I gdofrleof theypahels waRtheankst diffidugart, particularly
the nearside sill ath doorpost. | kept looking at it and watkl away several timesbut in the end itwas he only
job left, so | had to face i The rest of the rebuild watimeconsumig, even boring at times, btiere were no
other major problems apart from the engine not working. ©@was traced to a missing part the distributor
drive and once agaiour good friend and Club memberiMPeterBenfield (who also supplied the tkyrame to
the rescue. Althoulg he didn'thave a spare part, he removed tldestributor and drive from 8 engine sdhat |
could measure up the misgj part. | made a new one in ¢hworkshopat home."

Finally, Alan recalled a littletlof humour at the M@ test garage. Atraightfaced young mechanic,
observingthe slowness of t h e wiperm movement, commented, "Perhaps 1952it didn't rain so fast’

The total cost of the restoratig including the price of the origima&ar,was avery modest £3,000, a figure
achieved by Alan and Maureeloingaround 95% of the wdrthemselves anéither making the parts or using
secondhanditems (no new parts avaible). Today the car is wantapproximately£6,000.

The Mayflower i s now street legakjul5 months after the project startedlthough Ala Kormes
acknowledgeshat it is not the fastest of car(topspeed 65mph and-80mph h 23 seconds)t is very
comfortable, has lightprecisesteering and good brakes. # inuchadmired and on # first outing at theYorkshire
Historic Car Club Rulit received the 'Public's Cha# PostWar' award- a fitting tribute to all the had work put in
by this husband anwvife team.

The Kormes’ team-effort Triumph is now a popular show car with the public




t Af ANRYQA t NEENEX

Popular Classicdune 1993

¢ NR dzYLIKQa al @8Ff 26 SN glodkingedrSto érie oiitkf$he YoBONK
but it was surprisingly good in many ways, as Mark Dixon discovered.

THE scene could have beenbbed from that classic fill@enevievethe moment whenKenneth More, on the
brink ofwinning his veteran car radeom Brighton to Londogainst John Gregson, is halted by angddt who
starts reminiscing about a car lised to ownjust likethat ore...

Fortunately in this case | wasn't in smch of a hurry. | was leisurely engagedaking some pictures of our
featured Triumph Mayflower when an 8@earold farmer pulled alongside in his LaibverWe had time to chat
for a while about carke had owned- including an 1898 Benwhich he drove before the Second Wohar -
before he went away mistgyed atthe sight of this cuddly little Triumph.

It's quite amazing the effect that theoxy saloon had on people we encounterec

during our voyage nand the villages oflertfordshire. Wiat was especially R 2
interesting was that nearly everyondentified it correcly- straight off; the car's

strange styling obviously sticks in theemory! ’
There's no doubt that the Mayflower hasfaintly ridiculous airlaout it, the MATHEONED

Rolls Royce lines compressed onto a wheelbbisie longer than a platform
trolley. It seemsalmost as tall as it is longn fact, carcame down the assembly
lines at Canlegideways. What we have here is the ultimateject for a
cardbaard cutout model, thetwo-dimensionalcar.

It's hard to believe today that thBlayflower is what Triumph management
thought America wanted in those 'export die' days of the late forties. Market
research? What market research? Timplistic thinking semed to be that
Americans liked RolRoyces, thereforghey would like a small car which looked
like a Rolls, never mind that it was totallgsuited to the driving conditions of
such avast continent.

Make no mistake, America was a kayget for Mayflover sales. The very name
was a blatant appeal to their patriotisrheing called after the ship which took




SPECIFICATION the Pilgrim Fathers across to America fréttymouth. At the car's launch,
: Standard Triumph craftsmen built an enormousodel of the ship as a

- Tnumph'Mayﬂowerﬁ centrepiece for thdaunch party dining room.
[ o e — Unfortunately, the timing was all wron®y the time the Mayflower
5"9"19__ e . appeared, thedesperate shortage of American cars hsebn addressed, and
 Capacity 1247cc | no-one wanted smaltars in those days of cheap gas. Even the
Max power  3307p @ 4000mm Volkswagen Beetle, which went on teecome a huge success in America,
Max torque 5301 @2000mm | didn'treally take off there until the midifties.
' Suspension  Front: ind, coil and wishbone Not surprisingly, American road testexgre sceptical of thetrange British

 frleaksERE | papy atfirst. But after a whilethey were almost worver - and after a few

Transmission 3-speed manual, oM een%e | hoyrs at the wheel of oneyself, | too was almosonvinced.

Brakes  Dum | That slabsided desigmay look- let's notmince words here frankly weird,
Length ftion = butit doeshave quite a fevadvantages. It giveslaige amount of room

Width 5ft 2in 7 . inside, and with itsiarrow pillars and large glass area, timeerior is notably
'Height  5f2in " light and airy, while theipright, squareebff rear means backeat

060mph  27%sc | passengers can avoid getting a permanenitk in the neck. The body is also
 Maxspeed ©3mh 1 of unitaryconstruction, with a bossection frameweldedto the steel body at

a time whenmany cars still had heavy separate chassis.

Walk round the car and give it a cobird appraisal. From the front it looks quiensible: sort of a mini
Wolseley, with thatall chromed grille. From the back, too, i€envincing enough. Only when you see ipiofile
do you start to wonder if you'r@allucinating. Quite simply, you can't getauple of tons of finest Mulliner
coachworkonto the chassis of a pram.

However, the resemblance to Crewéisest is undeniald, so when you step into layflower you expect to be
ensconced ithe lap of luxury but this is lateforties Britain, don't forget, and luxury is strictiglative. The seats
are leather and softlgprung, but shallow with it, while the dotnims are $mple slabs of fibreboard coveren
leathercloth. In the back, small sigmckets don't even have the benefit lgflather cloth to conceal their virgin
board.

There's a touch of snazziness with tfeshboardalthough it's hardly in the
Rolk- Royce clas, and it's painfully obvious th#te layout was based on easy
conversiorfrom rightto left-hand drive rather thamesthetics.

A black Bakerlite centnganel, which looks as thoughwas styled by someone
who had just discovered Frenaurves and waexperimenting, holds two
silverfaced instruments and eollection of delicate, crearmmolouredplastic
pull-switches.The Austin Atlantic also hamteam switches did theythink it

was an Americafetish, perhaps?

This particular car is fittedith one of those Redeautomatic lubricators that stilurn up on autgjumble stalls
from time to time. Sadly nexb it a previous owner has installedr@ansistorised clock, of all things. Hardly a
period fitting!

In front of the driver is a standafdsuel940s sprungpoke
steering wheelcomplete with Bakete boss the size of a
saucer to conceal a switch for thmafficators, which pop out
of the centrepillars Londorcab style. There's a colungear
change bolted straight along treteering columnand an
umbrellatype handbrake under the dash.

The 1247cc Standard Tdased engin@romptly rumbles into
low-rewving life at apull of the starter. It's not the most
powerful of engines and needs quite a lot of throttiéhen
moving off, even in théow-ratio firstgear. Naturally, the
gearbox is a threspeederbut it's unusual in being all
synchro',and the change itself iemarkably slick.

- _« The Mayflower soon settles intoa@mfortable 40mph cruise,
ideal forpotterlng along country lanes on a synafternoon, but with a flatout top speed o65mph you'd not
want to go much faster. Adways, Anerican road tester Tom McCaHikd the perfect turn of phrase: 'lt's about
assporty as shooting parrots in a cage..."




Another surprise the steering igjuite good! There's not too much slop in theystem, and changes of direction
are not theactof-faith demanded by some cars of tikea. Go too quickly into a comer and the baels over like
its namesake changing tatka stiff breeze, but at a more sat progress the handling is quite acceptable.
Brakes are drums aibund, of course, but thepull the car up quicklgnough from the modesﬂ;peeds attalnable
There's telephonédoxheadroom in the fronteven for a sixXooter likeme, but s = aa@ms
not quite so michin the back, where theear seats are raised tlear the back :
axle. Thavheelarches intrude intahe back seat, too, giving
a rather cosyenvironment; sitting irthem is a bit like being ithe circle at the
Odeon,peering over the heads ¢ifie peopk in front.
The Mayflower is theltimate backseat driver'scar, its central dash panel
ideally placed for motherm- law to keep an eye othe mischief wrought by
the tearaway bank manager or accountantia¢ wheel. i {
= Clever touches include an ingenidusnt seat &
mechanism, whereby the whole sesltdes :
forward as the backrest is tilted w@llow
access to the rear, and a bonnet matifiich
is turned through 90 degrees tmlock the
bonnet. The bootitl has hinged number
plate, too, so that the lid cahe left down to accommodate extdargeloads-
an idea picked up by the Mini sonten years later.
The longer you Ve with the car, in facthe more you come to appreciate it. Nmne can deny that the Mayflower
has characterand, apart from a power dput more suitedto a lawnmower, it's a pleasant little carriagedrive.
Maybe, given long enough, you cowden come to like the stylingout thenagain, perhaps not!
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This could have been

Mayflower!

Classiciad Sports Caipril 1995
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11

The demure perpendicular Triumph
Mayflowerisjust about as far as you can get
from theflashy Americanised exuberance of
the Nash Metropolitan. But did you kv that
the Metropolitan could have endedp being
based on the Mayflower, anigeing builtby
Triumph?

These pictures are of the original
Metropolitan prototype of 1950, th&lash
NX1. Shown in aéW York hoteljt was
suggested the car could lpgoduced wih
either a Fiat 500Topolino' engine or
something biggera Fiat 1100 power unit... or
the Mayflower's 1247cc sidealve.

The prototype used the little 569¢€at
'four', but the two bigger enginesere
exhibited alongside. Standar@iriumph's Sir
Jdhn Black let it be knowthat he hal
production capacity availablte offer Nash
his Mayflowerengines, gearboxes and other
mechanicalnits. He lobbied hard for a
contract.

But he lost out to Austin, whbh
assembled 104,368 Metropolitans oweight
years. Tk bodies were sudped by Fisher &
Ludlow, and the contracheginningm 1953,
must have eatlyreplaced that for the
Mayflower shellsvhich F&L bd been
making.




The Voyage fdVlayflower

Classiciad Sports Caipril 1995
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remembered as a titanic failure.
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The usual wisecrack about thEriumph Mayflower is that it nevetid flower. It was a failure, and gave
dictatorial Standardl' riumph boss Sidohn Black his comeuppance. How couldhaee had the arrogance and
lack of judgemento think he could foist this laughable Georgisideboard on-wheels on the Americans?

After all, h ambitions were clear enoughliis naming of the catalled Mayflower on thesuggestion of
Lady Black, and launched witiuch sailship razzmatazz in October 194%e little razoredged saloon was
intended tomake Standard riumph the automotive Pilgrinfkathers, and bravely establish the companthim
NewWorld. Yet by the end of thélayflower's short production run the Americahad bought only a miserable
510 of theso-calledWatch-charm Rolls'.

By the time the Triumph was on
stream the'Buy anything so long as it's got
wheels' phasdiad passed in the UShe
economy was on thep. Detroit, churning
out low-cost big cars, waseeting
demand, and people found little attraction
in overpriced tiddlers. It wasn't uil the
late' 50s that the market for small
imported cargook off. So wha chance the
gquaint Mayflower,even at its relatively
modest #1685 price?

But a total 0of34,000 Mayflowers
were made and that's not bad going:
production got undefvay only in June/July 1950 and lasted a [three years. In eight years BMC knocked out
only 39,568 Riley Onpoint-Fives, and nobodlyas ever called that a failure. And if tMayflower is deemed a
lemon, how do yowcategorise the Singer SM1500, of which diy666 were made over seven years?

Disappointing sales or not, the Mayfloweas alwgs going to be a stopgap. Althoughwias profitable, it
was an expensive car fyoduce. To lock horns withustin, Morris and~ord, Sir John Black would sooner or later
haveto invest the necessary funds to produce a lightweigfitapto-make small caDespite initiakthoughts

Destination USA: launch of car in 1949 featured extravagant sail-ship backdrop

——
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about rebodying the Mayflower, obuilding a new car on its flogran, the alinew Standard Eight and Ten of
1953 and 1954 werthe only logical wayo move forward.

The Mayflower racked up 16,395 home saesl 17,605 exporsales. Australia, Nedealand and Canada
were good markets, an8weden took an estimated 1200, most of whiekre assembled from kits by top
Swedishimporter ANA. The Mayflower was also fouasl far afielcas Nigeria anéakistarand urike so many of
its contemporaries it proved gratifyinghgliable in service.

The Mayflower was all about styling. Nipears before Farina's trendsetting Austin Ad@ffered a bold
counterpoint to the curvaceoulines of the era; more particularly,sbught to capitalis on the good reception

| - e — 2
Engine tame; bonnet is self-supporting  Car is refined cruiser, and rides well Stylised rad motif hides lock for bonnet
given the Triumph 1800 saloon, which Haeen much lauded for its spacious and airy inteand its classy mini
Rolls knifeedged bodyThe trouble was that the Mayflower's looksovoked as much hostility as approval.

The idea was sound, howeveW/ith its factoriedargely given over t&¥anguards anéerguson tractors,
StandardTriumph lacked theapaciy to compete directly with thelies ofthe Morris Minor and the Austin
Devon. An upmarkeaddedvalue' product made in smalhsiumbers was the only option open to teempany,
at least in the short term. So LesMoore, chief body designer at Mulliners Birmingham, proposed a shrunken
version ofthe Triumph 1800, for which he had bessponsible. Standard's chief bodggineer Walter Belgrove,
honed the concept, in particuldhe front - arguably the least successhgpect of the carThe body was tooled
up forproduction as an alteel unitconstructionstructure; this was to be made forSby thethen independent
Fisher & Ludlow.

As the Triumph 1800 before it, mechanicalg Mayflower was a clever concoction of existiraydware.
The engine was a slightipwn-bored 1247cc version of the alldneadside valve unit used in the pravar
Standard Tenlt was mated taa version of the Vanguard thremeedgearbox: "We tried to cheapen the
Vanguard 'box as much as possible, to knoakiash money out of it as we could," recdilsmer ST
transmission engineer David El@his gearbox, with column change and tireisualrefinement of a
synchronised first geatpok drive to asimilarly downgraded version tie Vanguard back axle, as subsequently
adapted for use in the PVanguard and TR2.

The only totally new mechanical elemamas the front suspension, a tidy sep usingwishbones and cail
enclosed telescopidampers. With angled telescogitelping tdocate the leafsprung rear axle, and with
hydraulc brakes all round, the chassis engineesiras fully up to the minute, althouglenthusiasts would
doubtless have mferred asteering rack to the cam and peg box that engindarry Webster took from the parts
bins.

Standard had stumbled with the engine. Tin@t-construction body was reinforced withsaibstantial box
section chassis welded to thior, giving a kerbveight of 18.8cwt. Thathade the Mayflower a definite
heavyweightcompared with the 15.7cwt Morris Minor twdoor. Yet lugging this weight along was thmdest

( 1
L B )



38bhp sidevalve giving the Triumphweedy 65mph maximum speed. Why didtiie Mayflower use te
overheadvalve versiorof the Standard Ten engine which had besipplied to Morgan for use in the4r?

"The ohv unit was madespeciallyfor Morgan, as a favour, because Sir John Blaclohad worked as a
draughtsman for HFEorgan," says David EleyHe engine was vemuch a smaiproduction thing, made on
knife-and-fork machinery temporarily adapted witlrill plates and so on.don't think the contractwas renewed
postwar, and it wouldn't havenade sense to use the unit in the Mayflower."

Harry Webster confirms this: "It all cam#own to cash. We'd have had to convert guachining
equipment, and economics didratlow this. We had to make do with what wad around us we weren't a rich
company."

Engineering compromises or not, the regsla sirprisingly endearing little saloon, if retirédacher Peter
Benfleld's superb 1953 car is agwide. One of the best in the Triumphayflower Club, of which Peter is vice
chairman,it's the third he's owned the first was ruras a harelworked daily cafrom 195764, whenit even took
him up and down the Alps.

Never mind that it looks just right in its metalecey finish, so much more pleasing than titeer factory
choices of black, medium blue oretallic pale green. It's when you step insitiat the Mayflower falls into place.
It's not luxuriousthere's no wood. Instead, you get hongstinted metal, with an opeiplan dashboardeaturing
two parcel shelves and a central Bakelitetrument panel in glossy black. Vyngkats and rubber mats, tocat
least in theoryPeter's car has the optional leathfaced seatand neatlyedged carpets. So it's plain, everthié
raisedplastic instrument lettering and thevhite plastic switches are brashly 'FestivaBoitain'. But there are
opening quartedlights front and back, twin sun visors, whesicharmrests and Heralgtyle cubbies at the rear.

The Mayflower is spacious, and there's gaglbility altround, helped by a high drivimgpsition. The
individual front seats are comfortabland come togeter to form a bench. Witlhe shallow transmission hump,
three-abreastseating ighus feasible for a suitably siitrio. Atthe rear, legroom, headroom and elbow roare
all generous, helped by an upright seatjgition and the provision of foatells;accesss aided by the front
seats sliding forward whetie seat back is moved. The overall feeling ia te#stefully trimmed and intelligently
arrangedcar that makes maximum use of its i3ft lenglanks to the boxy styling. The boot is pretfyod, wit

the spare in a wingiown tray andthe lid serving as an additional luggage platform.
‘A = :
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Such points are worth dwelling on, becadeethe Mayflower's clientele they'd doubtlesgve been more
important than how the cadrove. The bonus is that from behitide wheelthe Triumph is a delight.
It's slow, but not painfully scfhe Autocafound the Mayflower substantially quicker &mph than the
sidevalve Minor and even thregeconds faster than the AdDevon. Hik knockback the speed as much as you'd
expect, butthe torque of the longstroke engine means yatan often haul yourself up without a dovamange.




Not that a deft slice into a lower geardgproblem: the neat chrome lever has a firm grdcise movement and
connects with synchromeskihich iswell up to bridging the large gdpetween second and top. Add the joys of a
synchronised first, and keeping up momentamthe hily Yorkshire Dales is no hardship.

On the open road the Mayflower bumblatong happily at what seems a good speedabit ahappy cruise
proved to be nearer 45mpthan the 55mph I'd imagined it to be, but at thpace the engine is pleasantly refined
- it's onlywhen you hold on to second that the sidalvebecomes thrummy. Find enough straight agrédually
speed will creep p: "On a long rulyou tend to end up travelling quicker than ythink," claims Peter. "You get
quite a shockvhen you discover you're doing 55mph. Buiceits wound up it'll plug on feever at asteady 565
5mph, and turn in 35mpg."

After the Queen Maryindersteer of theRenown and the ovesteering tendency of th&riumph Roadster,
| expected the worst of th#ayflower's chassis. In fact the car handhath genuine accuracy, if not with the
wide track poise of a Minor. There's none of tifimnt-end softness of rival Austins, and the steerisiguick, free
of play, smooth andvell-weighted. Helped by the radials Peter Hited, the Mayflower can be scuttled round
corners at a reasondb lick - especially as thehort-travel brakes inspiréull confidence. Thenly flaw is a fair bit
of roll, possibly exacerbatdaly a front track three inches narrowéran that at the rear. Firm suspension is part
of the secret, and bad surfaces showaipertainknobbliness in the ride; never, ttugh, doeshe response
become uncomfortably abrupt.

So the Triumph certainly impresses, desjiisdessthan-ideal mechanicals: "With overheadlves and a
four-speed 'box it would have bedremendous, and would have made an excellemtall 'executive' car," says
Peter "The A4evon | ran before my first Mgwer seemeda much faster car, but had a very bouncy frent
and its hydremechanical brakes were a lut a ledown unless really accurately adjustétalso wasn't as well
built as the Triumph."

| was ather charmed by the Mayflower las a feeling of quality about its finish, driwegh decorum, and
exudes a gentle good tastehich puts it a discreet rung above its momassproduced contemporaries. Sir John
Blackmight have been the car industry'sryeownMussolini, but his touch was surer than his crititade out.

OWNING A MAYFLOWER

The Vanguardlerived elements of the Mayflowts running gear will go on fever, says Peter Benfield,
while the engine's only weak point is the corrosimmnealloy head. The Triumph Mayflower Club fnad|
administered new and secorutand spares operations, and can provide most mechanical parts.
Interchangeability with Vanguards and TRs is a big help. It extends to the front suspension, whishdias
modified form on all TRs; brake parts, master cylinder excepted, are common with those usadyon
Minors.The only body repair panels available are {liaished outer sills, but there are plenty s¢cond

hand body pats knocking about. In any caghe Mayflower is pleasantly rustesistant: after 14ears
standing in the open, Peter's car needed améyv sills and some bottorof-wing patchingTheTriumph also
has the virtue of being affordable. Tkkib's magazine usually advertises two or threstorationprojects at
£600800, and restored ca@re hardpushed to command more than £2500.

——
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Buyinga Used Car
No. 2¢ Triumph Mayflower

The Motor November13" 1957

On this page is abbreviated a Test Report art a car conductethbyAutomobile Association for one of its

members. We submitted the facts to a qualified service engineer well acquainted with the particular model
concerned and in the text below he shows the cost of making the car fully reliable if (a) the work is @heert

by a garage or (b) done by a competent private owner. Reference is made in the Test Report only to assemblies
and components found to be in an unsatisfactory condition.

FIRST REGISTERES63
RECORDED MILEAGSE621

PRESENT VALtJ&bout £435

TEST REPORT

COACHWORK
Condition of paint Serviceable but dull in places.
General comment on bodywarkThegeneral condition of the
bodywork is commensurate with age but the front floor carpet
patched on the nearside. The chrome plate of the radiator she
is scratched and worn. The starting handle aperture door is a
little distorted. The head, lining isigitly soiled.

ENGINE

Signs of knocking (if anySome small end tap is audible at
idling speed but not sufficient to warrant attention at this stagg
Are there any external defects?The underside of the engine is
dirty and oily.
Any general comment?This wnit is considered to be capable o
a further period of service. The exhaust tail pipe is eroded but
serviceable at present.

ELECTRICAL EQUIPMENT
Does the horn function?? Not the offside unit.
Does screen wiper functiom?No.
Condition of lamps and wiringLanps sound but head lights
short circuited during examination.
Does lighting installation functiom?Yes, except the rear index
light and head lights (see above).

TRANSMISSION SHAFT

Condition of shaft bearings and joimt'hefront joint is worn,
otherwise serviceable.

BACK AXLE

Is there any undue leakage of ail ¥es, from the nearside
rear hub.

STEERING GEAR
The steering column stator tube requires tightening.
Was steering satisfactory on road testYes.
Some wear ipresent in the idler unit and steering box but no
sufficient to warrant attention at the present.
COOLING SYSTEM
External condition of connectionsBy-pass hose kinked.
Is pump or impeller functioning?Yes, but should be checked
engine temperature high oroad test.
BRAKES
Functioning of brakes (foat)Pedal requires pumping to
eliminate undue travel.
Functioning of brakes (hand)Requires adjustment.
RUNNING OF CAR

Quietness of running Slight rattle from nearside front seat
and steering column stator tube.

TYRES
N/S front tread .. . 50% wear
O/S front tread .. 50% wear
N/S rear tread As new
O/S rear tread As new

Spare Worn smooth on outer section of tread

Repairs Recommended by AA Engineer

Attend to body defects as desired. Replace the spae Rectify electrical defects. Overhaul front
transmission shafjoint. Eliminate oil leakage fromearside rear hub. Tighten steering column statobe.
Check cooling system. Put the brakesiider. Eliminate rattles. Service car throughout.




THEservice manager afbig Standard distributor once remasdd with feeling that it was just as wethe
entire Standard output did not consist Triumph Mayflowers, for this modelas proving itself to be so reliable
that it would have put his service departmeotit of business. Even allowing f@degree of biasit is certain that
this carhas acquired so high a reputation fimouble-free running that used examplese in considerable demand
in spite ofthe fact that production ceased in 1953.

This particular car is therefore a latgodel, and its recorded milgg may welbe its true mileage. From
the list ofrepairs recommended by the Automobiessociation, it will be seen that nothiwery vital is required,
or very expensivel'he only major mechanical componehtat needs to be replaced is the propelkdrat front
universal joint, and evethough this work is carried out kygarage it will cost only £3 10s. or gviding that all
goes smoothly. Ishould, perhaps, be stressed at this pdimt such estimates can only be approximdta, the
major cost incarrying outany repair work these days is the labalvarge, which of course depends direaily
the number of marhours needed ta@arry out the operation. A componemthich has been in regular use for
three years or more may behave itself andme apartwithout trouble, or it mayprove to have welded itself
together withcorrosion in which case a whole mornicgn be rapidly absorbed by the dismantlioigsome quite
minor unit. It is forthis very reason that the unit replacemesystem has been gainigound so rapidlgince the
war.

Essential Preliminary

The oil seal for the neaide halfshaftmust be replaced, for otherwise any
attention to the brakes will baegativeby oil leaking onto the new linings.
Replacement of the seal by a garage woktabout £1 10s.

It will be recalled that the enginemperature was high when the vehicle was
road tested. As a first step thradiator should be flushed out thoroughly and itere
checked for leaks. If these attentiods not cure the trouble, a new watgump will
be needed. The thermostaay also require replacement, but evérough both
these items are changed, thetal cost of the overhaul by a garaghould not much
exceed £6 6s. 6d.

The brakes obviously require urgeattention to make the car roaaorthy.
Should the master cylinder only requireplacement, then the job should coabout
£6 17s. 6d., including cleaning theake shoes, bleeding and balancing #ystem -
and adjusting the handbrak&hould all the brake shoes also requieéning, then Al o e bl

the cost of overhauling thbraking system would be increasedabout £12 10s. f.?e"‘i;;!;‘;’,,'°“:f£i"§v:?;‘;}‘.§:.,'%Zﬁ'féi
. . . . . inn: the fan
The electrical system also requiresme sorting out. The nefunctioningof .

the off-side horn may be the result afloose connection, a blown fuse or thern
itself maybe defunct, and the samef course applies to the otaf-work
windscreen wiper. The wiring for tieead and side lamp circuits also requiees
thorough going over. Even shoulchaw horn unit and a new \er motorbe
needed, the total cost should not excdabout £11 9s. 6d.

A new cover for the spare wheel wilbst £7 3s., and a thorough hunting
down of rattles and general servicing and lubricatefurther £3, bringing the
total cost of the restoration to abou36 16s. 6d.

Should the new owner of the M#ower decide to carry out the work
himself, then he will require a copy tife Service Instruction Manual for ttuar
which can be obtained from Standafadiumph dealers price 30s. Most of the
replacement parts required are obtainali@ an exchange basian allowance
being made for the old part. Under thsgstem, a replacement front propeller
| shaft bearing will cost £1 9s. 2d.

el ot e b B A new oil seal for the neaside halfshaftcan be obtained for 4sdl To get
Z?.ese"ief,%?cﬁ‘?niﬁfsmffavf?neg b and  at the oil seal, the rear hub will have be removed. A special hub removgPart
right of the shaft bearing race. No. M.86) and a tool for withdrawingnd replacing the oil seal (Part Nd.29)
were produced by V..IChurchillLtd., to facilitate these operations, bttie tools are now obsolete and no longer
obtainable, although itnay be possibléo borrow them from a local Standaffriumph dealer.

The cost of a replacement water purigp£3 15s., should tests show one toregquired, and a thermostat
costs 17s. 6dlhe thermostat valve should beginapen at a temperature adbetween 149%nd 158 deg. Fand
should be fully opeiat 176 deg. Flts operation can behecked by placing the thermostatanbowl of water and
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watching to seavhether the valve opens when the watsraches the required temperature ahown by an
accurae thermometer.

Tobring the brakes back into efttiveworking order, a replacement masteylinder costing £1 16s. 3d. will
berequired, and relined brake shoes malgo be needed. These, too, are obtainataean exchange basis at a
cost of£1 9s.a pair, so that new shoes for dthur wheels will cost a total of £5 16s.

These photographs show
(left) the front and (right)
the rear brake layout of
the Mayflower. A single
adjuster is used on the
leading -and -trailing -shoe
rear brake, and two adjus-
ters on the two-leading-
shoe front brake. Partic-
ular care must be taken to
hook the pull-off springs
through the correct holes
in the shoes when re-
assembling.

If it is found that the failure of theff-side horn to work is not the resutf a loose connection or a blown
fuse,then check the tightness of the fixing bdRrovision is also mader taking upwear, and this adjustment
should be triecbefore the decision is taken to obtainreplacement horn on an exchange bais cost of £1
12s. 6d.The connectionso the windscreen wiper motor shoulalso be checked and the commutatdeaned
before the motor is condemnedt may be found that the motor itself isorking but is not transmitting its motion
to the wiper spindles, in which case thaides for the croskead should bdightly smeared with mediungrade
engine oil. Should all thesdtentionshave no effect, a replacement wiper motaill cost £3 12s. 6d.

Even should these electrical units haeebe replaced and all the brake shaemewed, the total cost of
overhaulingthe car, if the owner does all the wohimself, will amount t&€23 9s., whiclsum includes £7 3s. for a
newtyre.

]
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Mayflower an Trial

Autocar, January % 1951

First impressions adjusted by practical experience of a likeable small car

The Mayflower in the county of Oliver Cromwell, at St. Neots, Huntingdonshire : A market town a short distance east of the Great
North Road usually missed by those to whom Ax isthemainmrth-southarteryandbythoee_mthhtﬂehmetospare. 1t takes its
name from a Cornish saint whose bones were moved there in the ninth century.

FPTEMBER 28, 1948:New Mayflower launched 'Thedate and the phrase happen to stick in one's
mind. It was the occasion of the current smaheodel of the Triumph range first being seen by those outtlide
Coventry factory and it was "put over" remarkabklfectively in a setting which used a gailyaged and, forall |
know, highly rustic scaledown version of the fraitraft in which the Pilgrim Fathers set sail from Plymdoth
start something that has developed fantastically beyevitht they could ever have envisaged or wished from
their venture It is a question whether new motor cars needo® "put over," much as are film stars ahdute
couture.One could not but admire the taste of the surroundingdlared and draped for th occasion, in which
the newconer was revealed to the eyes of thBress) world; but for all itdecor did it really help the car

At least one slightly hardened member of the Fougtate came away that day wondering whether he
reallyliked the lookof the new Mayflower on wheels, but nortke less, cynic that he may lsemetimes, he was
eager tosample this newcomer of the wisual lines for its size @fr, reproducing partly the squait style that
has beerso successful on its larger relative, the Renown. Aappened, a year was to pass before that curiosity
wassatisfied, although in the meantimEhe Autocawas ableo carry out the usual Road Test (April 14 issue).

The aesthetic question was left at that forettime beingfor quite often,as with people, has proper
acquaintancerevised initial opinions of wrthodoxy in appearance as wel$ those of road behaviour. The
outcome, in due coursayas exactly on those lines.

One wet and stormy evening after the 1950 Show a Mayflat@od at the door, all but bearing a "Please
try me" label. No moment then for stlying lines, but th@ccasion fo plunging off, with rain lashmthe
windscreenjnto a route riddledwith tramlines although many of thesenonsters have disappeared lately from
London their spoorsemain. A quickly registered impression was of diequacy of the wipers and of the
benefits of a wide, deepcreen on a dirtyight inLondon traffic. A colleagueith whom countless time®pinions
of an everchangingpanorama of cars have been exchanged over the yearsdbaige of it for the night and it
was a day or two beforthe first opportunity came of trying the Mayflower omaain road run. Incidentally, we
agreed initially that foreasons practically impossible to analyse we found thepeaticularly easy to drive wter
adverse conditions at niglatind almost liked it better at night, which is unusual notwithstandiegsonal theories
regarding night driving beingn the whole the safer.

Then it was taken over a main road route of some sixites into Sussex and back at night over an even
better known road. Admittedly it was a wesalay, there had beefog the previous night and, a good many
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drivers havingpparently been scared off
for the moment, the roads werelearer

than usual. But that was not by any means
the whole reason for the Mayflowersme
for the return runbeing as good as that of
many a bigger and more expensivay. It
held its 5055 m.p.h. and went round the
bendswhich are plentiful on this route a

| good deal faster in safetyan, candidly, it
had been expected to like takiigem.

A spell of experience with it
followed that gave exactlthe desred
opportunity of seeing the car in everyday
conditions,in and out of London, standing about for houwvkile the Showtime round of dinners was coped with,
andbeing under cover at nightnly as the exception. Noand again it would go on a real run, and always the
averagespeed capabilities and standard of handling were good.

There was onstriking example of this sidef the car'sbehaviour. Fom Surrey and Sussex and Central
Londonit had ranged up to Huntingdonshire, the county of Cromwaet thereforenot inappropriate to receive
anexampleof modern transport bearing a name linked thithe seventeenthcentury Pilgrim Fathers.

The return to London over Adt night found it due taun in company with a car of §dus maximum speed
in the hands of a colleage who is notable for exercisiregremarkablyagile right shoe and for being not among
the slowestround the curvesWe agreed to run south for sagrforty miles on England's premibighway and
then change carslhe Mayflower (Trionph) got away three or four minutés advance while the other people
dallied, and its drivertorn between putting on as much lead as possible and sympatfya cold engine,
awaited developments astern. Atas in its usual state as regards volume of "heavies," almibsout exception
as courteously handled as could be wishgdhat capital band of fellows who operate the "reldtries on the
trunk routes;it was raining slightly and theregas a
suspicion of mist.

Within about the first ten miles bright lights
rapidlyclosed on the now well accelerated Triumpk
and the otherstaff-driven car dashed past, its rays,
arced by the mist, soobeing lost round a
sucession of the remarkably tricky benddich the
Londonwards end of the Great North Road mixes
with some fine straightsThe Mayflower driver was
makinggood time, but as always happens in such
circumstances$e soon felt alone in the world and
miles behindpressinghe inevitably unequally
matched mount for all he and were worth within
the limits imposed by the weathe€ame Eaton
Socon, the Bedford fork and Tempsford, floose
who know their Al murky space mostly ahead and §
nothing else overtaking thilayflower, which was

steadyat around the speedometer 60 and taking

: The efficient heater and demister unit is prominent under
the Iong slopesn great style. . . the bonnet. It can be used to introduce fresh air, warmed or
Biggleswade and then a fast eight miles to not, as required, with sufficient circulation effect in moderate

Baldock, wherghe rendezvous had been made, an temperatures even without use of the blower.

the weather by naneans improvingThe car ahead might have beamrountyaway. Sharp righitto Baldock,
where the Roystomoad goes off, and just round the comer was the "other caeing driven in the opposite
direction. Obviously one wa far behind that a search party was setting off! Butaictual facts were
interesting. The always dataindeddriver of the other car had set a stopwatch runninghaiting to await the
arrival of the Mayflower and had themrned about in search of petrol. He stopped the watchsighting the
Mayflower and the interval provedtber 2 min 16 sec. Counting the starting advantage the sma#iehad had,
the fast sports type machine had picked aiply five to six minutes in the best part of fifty miles.

——
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An insistent motoring conscience compels me to anallgeecircumstances furtlr and to stress die
weatherconditions, but even so the main advantage is to the Mayflowed in praise of its practical equipment
Its freshair typeof heater and demister installation had given its driver goion without any of the blurriness
that is such a handicagp even an experienced driver; the other car had no seghipment and proved to be a
bad case for misting up itfdass. The weather conditions had prevented the gfatt car fromusingits top end
more than once, thoughccording tots passenger it had been doing quite nicatyntervals.

It all went to support views already held

Separate front seats in the Mayflower meet at the centre but concerning thesmall benefit that can be gained

can be adjusted independently. They tilt and at the same time Z ) . .

move forward to aid access to the rear seats through the single on the majority of journey this country from,
wide door at each side.

say, a 20 m.p.hpotential advantage itop speed
and even with a useful fouspeed gear box, freely
used, compared with a threspeed box as the
Mayflowerhas. Perhaps thisrovednothing, yet |
cannot help feelinghe reverse, knowing my
driver of the other car, in spite dhe difficulties

of that particularevening.

Three Speeds versus Four

The subject of the threespeed mx needs a
further word or two: the instinctive reaction,
especially with an engingef 1,247 c.c. \h side
valves and a total ruring trim weightof just over
19 amt, with the extras of rat and heger
sydem, is that four gears would be better. But in
practicel am not so ste for average motoring
purposes. Seconadn the Mayflower gives a
comfortable 40 m.p.lt. as muchas most drivers
ever use on an indirect gear. With fospeeds, by
the time some people have decided to come off
top it is too late for third gear to be effective with
a smallistengne, and it is @asefor second. An
intermediate ratioof 8.56 to 1 as in the
Mayflower's threespeed box wilktill cope when
the change down &s been left late. Thdriver
who will make the most of the box would
probablygain an advantage with four speeds, but
the majority, no.n any event, the steering
column change on thMayflower is excellent of
its kind, light, easy and certaiwjth good
synchromesh on all ratios, which can be saera distinct further asset of the thregpeed plan, for probably with
four gearst would be ureconomic to give aljears synchromesh at the Mayflower's moderate selling price.

It is not the present purpose toompete with the Road est of the model that has already appeared. In a
mileageexceeding 1,200, covered in the main in one driver's hapasintrodudng three others for substantial
individual distanceghe Mayflower justified itself in relation to iisitendedplace in the motoring schemethat
of the small cain engine size, with, therefore, the modest thirsts thatwgith such size, allowing 28 m.p.g. under
mixed condition®f use, and yet in appearance and overall dimensiongjedisas in the highylindividual style of
the body, one thats above the ordinary level of small car practice hitheltdés not meant to put anyone
connected withThe Autocapn a pedestal when | add to its list of successes in staff hidwed®ct that three
fasterthan-average drivers found thell-round performance satisfying. Pastilarly did it endeartself to one for
its relative compactness in the seeminglyerworsening congestion of the London area and fopaskability.

Yet it isno tiny car, as the overallhgth andwidth of 12ft 9in and 5ft in make clear.

At no time did it falter in firing from cold, even whéeft in the open overnight, though it wasudad
desirableto return the choke control almost at once over part offagly considerable travel, berwise over
richness developedyhilst if the final return was made too soon there wateadency to stall. In main road
running, as the experienaguoted on Aldemonstrated by implication, the car carswell; on wet tramlines,
with light loading, theravas sone tendency when power was applied, even on top gear, forttilgto slide and
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the rear wheels to spin mildly. Tisteering is reasonably geared, as a quick swerve to byigsches a suddenly
halted car in quite thick mist showeehcouragingl inearly acquaintance, and the Lockheakes do what is
wanted of them. The driving positiaa comfortable, the body and luggage space are roang,the equipment
is good The heater system (an optial extra) has already been given credit The only ssmpgomission in a
well-turned-out small carriage is an ashtrayhilst also a clock is not standard.

To end as begun, on aesthetic note, without a twingef misgiving it can be said that the Mayflower's
distinctive,even unique, lines grow on one afttre car has been arountthe place for a time. Not everyone likes
them and one ofmy colleagues told me after he had had the car irhiaisds for two or three days that no car he
has used similarlgince the war has attracted more attention and comménin the passeby, specialized and
entirely lay alike. Thenodem Mayflower is now being seen with some frequeanyBritish roads and from the
experience now gained ofiit a diversity of conditions it is safe to assume that giiéng a greatleal of plasure
to its owners.

" Character in stone at Stilton, on the Great North Road, adjoining the fine old eoaclung inn, the Bell. The famous Blue Stilton
cheese can be bought here “ off the ration."
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Malcolm Robertson discovers a charming little car in Australia that is really hers, not his,
More than that, it has a very special place in ttemily.

"”?5“"_ _— I love the way fe is full of fascinating littlsurprises. And

T G | never cease to be amazed at whet remember from our
childhoodt things thatjump into sharp focus long after we
thought theywere forgotten and gone. Take Elva Marshall, for
example. When she went to a car show in Australia viaén
husband Frank about 12 years ago and saergeous little car
similar to the one you can see in thlotos here, she was quite
unprepared for the flood ofmemories that the quirky little car
broughtback. 'Thestyling was so distinctive that | suddenly
rememberedthat this was the sort of car we had when | was
veryyoung,' she recalls. 'lIt was our first family car, and dad
bought it in about 1951

Elva's father, Norman Chittick, was a farmhand and
worked on a property at Pyree near Nowra, soutlSgtiney in
_ _ New South Wales. 'He bought the car frivloorehouse the
Machlnery Man in Bomaderry nedtowra, and | can still picture mum learning to driveiowith the three of us
my older sister Lynettane andmy younger brother Georgen the back!

The car was, of course, the stunning new small safoam %é > Z #M

sister while their
mother learnt to
drive.

the StandardTriumph company, their first aftehe end of the B e
War, and released in Australia in 1956ke many English cars of — e
the time, it was aned primarily at the American market to comply. s
with the Government'sxportor-die program. It was called the 7 3 e 195
Mayflower in an attempt to capitalise on Americhistory, the bit < fg‘f ol
about thePilgrim Fathersvho had sailedhe Atlantic in the . : " remember
. ST S e SR sitting in the

Mayflower in 1620. = ::cgmfm

Bva picks up the story agaih.didn't realise that ihad been = her brather and

a Triumph, and you can imagine how pleasednk was once I'd
made that connection,’ she laughble just loves Triumphs and ha:
a garage full of themthat's why we were at the show!"

Ela, known as Pixie to many, says that her father tdwdd
car when she was about 10, so her memories of itzabit hazy.
'We don't even have a photo of it from thosiys,' she says sadly.
But after having those childhoademories reawakened so vividly
at the car show, shand Frank decided to track one down and do |
up in thesame colour scheme as her father's Mayflowesilver
paint with a red interior.

Tracking one down was easier said than ddrmyever. Even
though some 4500 Triumph Mayflowengre sold new in Australia
in the early 1950s, thesurvival rate has not been as good as, for
example, thecontemporary Morris Minor. Maybe that quirky
styling,known as razeedged, has had something to do withlit.
was quite different at a time when mbsars werehrowing off
their preewar mudguards and verticahdiators in favour of the new
rounded and streamlinetbok then sweeping design studios in Europe, EngairwAmerlca You have to admit
though, it is intriguing.

w"
Eg

i
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The Mayflower's
engine was a
modest little
sidevalve unit
from the pre-war
Standard 10,

In postwar Britain,razoredged styling made a brief
appearance on large luxury cars with bodies madegmcialist
coachbuilders, cars such as Rolls Rogeatley and Daimler. In
Australia, we can still see hint$ it on cars such as the stately old
Rolls Royce outoverna-General uses on formal occasions. And as
readers ofTWwill know, Standarelriumph had alreadysed the
styling on their larger cars, so it was logicaltf@m to try it on
Sioughisaty = . their small car too.
reminder! Gacian : They were nice little cars, not fast by any means whgir
i 2 three speed columithange gearboxes and 124 &ige valve
motors, but comfortable enough as a familgr in those far off, less
affluent times. They also ridgicely and so were excellent for
longer trips over bumpyussie roads, so long as you weren'a
hurry to getanywhere. Back then, Aussies generally weren't, and
evennow they are usually content to sit on the posted spdiedt
of 10Gkm/h all day- very tedious!

Finally, in 2001 Frank found a Mayflower in Wietorian
town of Geelong. It waslaost complete, sde had it transported
to his home in the national capitaCanberra, along with a spare
body that came with itFrank says that the restoration was not all that diffictlé started in late 2002, had a
break in early 2003 whilee fixedup their garden after the Canberra
bush fires(which burnt over 300 houses) destroyed it and faeces,
but got back to the Mayflower in mi003. Hehas done most of the
work himself, including rebuildingpe engine and the gearbox, the
spray painting ad allthe electrical wiring. Only the chrome plating
and theupholstery of the seats were left to the professionals.

Wnd just about everyone who has come up to us simegut
the car back on the road a few years agmembers them,' says
Frank. 'Eithetheir parents hadne, or someone they knew had one,
so they must haveeen very popular in their day. It has a top speed ¢
about 10km/h, but it's best to cruise at 70km/h. Tha#ibout 45mph
in the old system.’

He says that the car's trickiest aspects aorneringwhich
reveal an alarming tendency to lean due to thigh roll centre.
Braking also takes some getting usedds they require a good firm
push. '‘But | love it," enthusdrank, 'because it's an elegant little car =
from a bygoneera!' 'And llove it," says Pixie, having the last word, ==
'because it reminds me of my childhood and growingooma farm. It's =
a nice feeling.'

BELOW

In case anybody
missed the
Mayflower
connection,
Triumph




Triumph Mayflower in brief (courtesy of the Triumph Mayflower Club)

Triumph's new small car was launchetthe Earls Court Motor Show in London in October 1949, a major
achievement for all involved In its conception, design and production given that the decision to build tloafitttas
only taken a year or searlier. According to Walter Belgrove, Stardlariumph's Chief Stylist arlRbdy Engineer at the
time who was interviewed many years later, the Mayflower was intended to be a sthartlbase version of the Renows
saloon, and also the first volurroduced Triumph. ‘It continued the knitglged stylig with a vengeance and | believe
the policy to build and produce this type of vehicle stemnfredn Sir John Black's discussions with Mr Antweiller,
Managing Director of Mulliners in Birmingham.'

The Mayflower was styled by Leslie Moore, Chief Body Desiidulliners who managed to reflect tHmes of
the Renown on a shorter wheelbase. Belgrove considered the side view to be very good witledide swept line from
headlamp boss to the tail managing to retain some characteristic features tiiglgermodel The little car carried a
traditional Triumph front end and was engineered by Triumph,rhahufactured by Fischer and Ludlow at Castle
Bromwich, Birmingham.

The press reports of the day were quite enthusiastic about the car, especially the exayléd luxuryamong a
cadre of new small cars that had all been built down to a price in a very bedgstious postvar Britain. At over £475,
the Mayflowerwas quite expensive compared with, for example, the new Morris Minnd383. Nevertheless, the
Birmingham Gazette stated that: 'Every Motor Show has its own particular "habich invariably catches the public's
imagination. Thigearl have no hesitation in declaring that it will be thew Triumph Mayflower four cylinder two door
saloon with a raar-edged body bearing a marked similaritytbee Triumph 2000.

The Evening News enthusedith'The knifeedgeTriumph Mayflower stands out from dlie otherten
horsepower cars in the Show by reason of the exceptional vision afforded by its wideidgasinslows, whichiun
almost the full width of the body. If there is one aspect more than another in which the British weel@ndst is at the
moment dissatisfied with modern trend in car design is in the increased tendency tarftielxe driver andhis
passengers. The Triumph Mayflower goes a long way towards the ideal by affording warateetion with a light and
spacious interior.'

Maybe one of the most interesting quotes comes a bit later from Laurence Pomeroy, Technical Editor of Thg
Motor: 'The bulk of my 1952 motoring has been in one of the best [small cars], the Triumph Mayflower 30A(@0
miles ...the steering and chassis parts appear as new, and the body structure is completely sowedthedproof...
Many may think 30,000 odd mgewith almost no trouble and a loss of faculties is a matterafireat moment, whereas
those who have some detailed knowledge of the life lead by a Technical Editong8l camsider such a feat a mid
century miracle. Certainly | can say that the Mawiér is indeed a trusty Triumphwith performance, visibility and size
well suited to my annual 800 hours of London driving.'

Production of the Mayflower got Into its stride in June 1950 and ceased in July 1953 after some 34,080 cars
been built.

The almve synopsis is just a fraction of the information contained on the encyclopaedic Triumph Mayflower
Websiteandis reproduced here by kingermission of the author, Stephen Coulman, and the Triumph Mayflower Clu
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Tweedledunand Tweedledee

Triumph World August/September 2015

the other hand, it does give us a supetvo-for-one high value feature omthese often
overlooked Triumphs.

ABOVE: Scaling the larger Renown's razoredgding down to create the diminutive Mayflower resulted in a car that is like no other
Well built and surprisingly spacious on the inside, they have developed a small but devoted following on the classic scene.

Triumph Mayflowers may not be a commaight on our roads today even thougltigeditable 35,000 were
sold between 194@nd 1953, but these two near identidalins live barely a dozen miles apartWarwickshire.
One belongs to John Castle, tGhairman and Regalia Secretary of the Triutdalyflower Club, and the other to
Chad Brown who ithe club's ViceChairman and Rally Secretary. Thogirs are both Colman Grey and both were
built in 1953, the final year of Mayflower production. They ag quite identical twins though, as the interior of
John's car is red wiei Chad's is grey.

"We spent a very pleasant morning with both gentleméadging
showers and pottering around the local roadssgarch of appropriate venues &Sy
for photographs. To bhonest we have never needed convincing of the cas¢ |
for owning a Mayflower, but we came away from our weith an addel
appreciation for this quirkytlie byroad ofStandardTriumph design. But
rather than bore you wittour own impressins, we'll let John and Chad tell
the story behind their cars, and agive us a flavour of thlayflower
ownership experience.

John:l grew up in Coventry, and | remember sedimgseMayflowers on the
road and thinking they werbeautiful. Before | could drive, | used to stand a
the busstop and play the game that we all did of recognisiags from their
grilles- by the time you were ten, yoknew them all. Whenever a Mayflower | sir John Black's idea was to creatd
camealong, itsimply glided by. Even at that stage | was struck byathef a luxury car inminiature.
quality about them. Unfortunately the American

That stuck with me and | always thought that wheould afford one, Lnoir\lfiitcgg_wagargetmg was not
I'd buy it. When the time finallgame, | was lucky enough to get one in good
conditionasit had been restored by the previous owner. | havédwat to do any major work, just little bits and
pieces, andhave been able to enjoy the car.

——
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Chad:l wish | could say the same about the conditanmy car! In many ways it was a
very rash purchaseldad a busy life and | didn't do my research properjdi't even
know there was &riumph Mayflower Clubwhich really was very foolish. As a result |
paid abovethe odds, far too much for the condition it was in. TMayflower came with
an MoT, but have no idea hovt got one. All in allit was a really bad buy.

John:Chad's car was basically a one owner car, thaaghnically Chad is the third
owner because he bouglttoff eBay from the chap who acquired it from theginal
Trafficators are a owner simply to sell on at a profit. Prior to thiahadbeen left in a barn for 40 years.
period curiosity now Fortunately wefound AR Garage in Hinckley, run by Neil Muntds.well as his regular
and flashingindicators | staff, Neil's féher Frank helps ouparticularly on the old cars. &RCstands for All Cars
are a must. Repaired, and they lived up to their name with Chadiay/flower. They also sorted mine
out recently becauskcouldn't get it running properly. It would run, butitas rough.
Frark found that the timing had been fitteti80 degreesut. Our club technical officdrad noticedon the first
rally | went to that my distributor was therong way round. | had been tempted to fit @fectronic ignition, but
now Frank has sorted it anéin still running the original points setp.

Chad:And now Frank has got his own Mayflower, batewhat by accident. It had been brought into A@R
some restoration work, but that was going to costrsach that the owner sold it to them instead-rankis going
to restore it this year.

I got my Mayflower purely out of nostalgia, becal'sehad one as my first ever car. I've always ridden
bikesand didn't start driving until my early twenties. | juisgw a Mayflower on a local garage forecourt and it was
available at the right priceabout £27 or something, dgecall. This must have been about 1964, so it alesady
looking a bit dated, but I've always loved @laks so that wasn't a problem. | have since had nathegr classics,
including a Renown with was my maigar for some years. | loved the Renown, but | géiirned back to the first
car | owned. Sometimes aftgpou go back to a car after a gap of many years thediige can be a
disappointment, but | always hadramantic feeling about thear and | loved it. Gettinghe Mayflower was the
right decision, though paying souch for one in poor condition was not.

John:They are not the easiest of cars to
restore. They dshare parts with other
Triumphs of the era, includinge TR2, but
some items are difficult to find.

Chad:They haven't survived in the same
volumes asnanylater Triumphs, of course.
We have 117 membeiga the club now, of
which about 97 are in this countr¥hat is
the number of members, so there are
certainly people with Mayflowers who are
not in the club, whilssome of our

members have more than one. We
edimated that there are about 100

Mayflowers still running in th&K, but alot | progress is generally sedate in a Mayflower, but not quite as sedate as this
of the survivors are in various states of picture suggests- the speedometer cable on John's car brakaing our

restoration, as indeed are the owners! photoshoot!

John:We are a very small club, but we are still attractivggv members. We have an annual shawually in the
south Midlands area, but in recent years have only bgetting a handful of cars. So this year Chad suggested
going north and joining an event at Ripon, whadtvays used to take place two or three weeks after ialiy and
where they wold get a handful of Mayflowern®o, but different ones to those that we attracted.

Chad:We are too small to have regional meetings, sohage one &M to which all the members are invited,
plus our National Rally. The Ripon Old Cars/R{plassic Cabathering will be at the end of July, awé'll have a
display area of our own. We have alwgg®ed in with other cars the Triumph Roadster Clund the Razoredge
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Owners Club always make us vergicome and are very good to us, but this evenRgionwill just give
members something different to seend hopefully pull a few more cars out of the woodwork.
Multi-marque events such as this are very interestmtye part of but there is always the danger of getting
positioned between some pretty eko cas and fndingthat the Mayflower gets overlooked.

We do get our share of attention and nostalgtaugh. | was filling up with petrol recently and a chap
came up to say that his sister had got married Mayflower. It had been a new car they'd hirfat the wedding,
and she is now celebrating her 60th weddangniversary. There is a lot of nostalgia out there gedple like to
see our cas on the road as they bring basiemories, but when you go to shows you do haweawful lot of
competition. | n@er cease to be amazémbw many great cars appear for these shows. Andragesof thumb,
the bigger the show the less interest thaeein the Mayflower because there is so much to see.

Some people say that a SatNaan be company on a long The side valve engine was derived from the prar Standard
journey when driving solo. Chad has a more traditional 10.Its 1247cc puts out 38bhp@4200rpm and propels the
(and quieter]solution in his stuffed bear. Mayflower in a quiet and unfussy manner, but not quite all

the way up to the 70mph national maximum.

John:The interest must be out there though, becawsdues of the Mayflower have started to rise at last.
Hopefully this meas there will be a few more returnet the road in future. A project car is now worth a few
hundred pounds. Cars in the same sort of conditionas should fetch between3500£4500. You'aertainly
want £4500 for a good one, and need to payeast £3@0 for one you could drive away. The valuatiomghe
magazine guides have gone up to reflect thiugh perhaps still not quite enough as £4250 istthgefigure
quoted there. One of the nicest | know leélongs to our man in California who does thatXtwebsite. He has
stripped his car completely and restorédn immaculate detail.

Chad:There are a lot of very knowledgeable people likm in the club, but unfortunately | am one of those
people who, fithe ashtrays are empty and the carpé&t®k good, thinks it is a good car! Some people are a lot
more technical than | am and their cars are in supmybdition. | just love my car and enjoy driving it.

= — — -

Chad Brown bought rashly, and has spent generously t John Castle bought his Mayflower in better condition and
save hisMayflower. has only hadminor fettling to do.
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John:They are not the most sporting of Triumphscofirse. | rarely push mine much above 50mph.

Chad:Well, their top speed when new was only 65mptaving said that, on this year's DrikeDay | did 263
miles in the one day. | was doing 60mph on the nraads, and that felfast. But the progress of car desigas
been relentless over the yeaisalso have a 193Austin Ten, and when | get into the Mayflower aftiiving the
Austin, it feels positively luxurious apdwerful. But then again, | was never a speed merchant.

John:l used to be fast driver, but I've slowed down adstl've got older. The big wheel and heavy steering don't
encourage you to press on, even if the engine hadpbwer to do so. And there are only three forward speeds,

A village post office, a wisteri&lad
cottage - this is the Mayflowerin its
natural habitat!

Chad:l agree that there is a nice feel to the change, tngt thing about the Mayflower is that you are very soon
into top gear, and once you are there she will pickkngon about 15mph so you don't need thi@nge toooften. It
almost feels like driving an automatic.

John:You do have to think ahead as far as braking gibesigh. They are not brilliant, and with no servo you
have to remember that they need a good shove.

Chad:But she'll run perfectly happilat 50mph.

John:And it will do 3635mpg, despite being a vesplidly built car. It is very upright though, so it does adtlit
through the corners rather like a boat.

Chad:Talking of boats, the story has always been thatMayflower name was ches to appeal to the
American public, but | read recently in Nick Blabk'sk that his mother named it after the flower. Butdll my
car Little Nell, the main character in Dicke@kl Curiosity Shdpecause the American public saidttle Nell must
not dietand I've spent so muamoney on making sure this one survives. As Johrelijfou though, it was also
called various other things atertain stages of the restoration.

That's all in the past now though, and | love the gartly for what it is ad partly because it has such
strongnostalgic links for me. Not everyone has the samamories from way back however, and for anyone who
does not have the same historic connection but vilkes Mayflowers, | think its biggest appeal must be ihat
sototally different to anything else on the road.

John:When you think about it, they were quiexpensive when new and the Mayflower has alwigen rather
exclusive. With all that chrome on the frotitey do catch the eye, but they were an acquired tasaek then, and
| suppose that they are still the same tre classic scene today.

——
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Restoring Classi€ars January 1989

RESTORING CLASSIC CARS.

The Triumph Mayflower, once popular 1950s saloon, is nolargely ignored by the classic
carfraternity. Most would-be ownersare deterred by a body style uncharacteristically
angular for itstime, but father and son Harrand lan Hodkinson were so takdy its lines
that they acquired andebuilt first one and then anotherThe task wasn'without problems,
but the lessondearned onthe first car made the second lat easier. Zoe Harrison repts.

When lan Hodkinson's Triumph Mayfloweas unloaded outside his Lancasheme, he began to realise
the size of the job he had taken on. 'As wimched itoff the trailer," he recallsyou could see sunlight shining
throughthe rusted holes in the car's floor!" Tlvar was first registered in the Bradfoadea on 1 May 1953, but
had not beerrun since 1972 when lan bought it. &¢en had the name anaddress of theoriginal garage in
Bradford who hadupplied it stuck onto the dashboardgn comments, 'but | discovered thtite car's first owner
had recently comeip to live nearby itMorecambe.'

He origindly liked Mayflowerdecause of theirather sately appearance, theiflat parelled linesand their
hard corners whichcaused them to b&nown as therazoredged Triumphs. They were relatively shditedas a
marque, being in productioonly from 1949 until 1953; the last of tHgiumph sidevalveengined cars. 'They
look a bit like a miniature Bentley," laamarks. In fact, the family so likéah's acquisition that when his father,
Harry, retired, he too bought a Triumphayflower, also black and in need mastoration, and surprisingly
enough- it too had been a nomunner sincel972. To push the coincidence siilither, Harry's car was likewise
registeredon 1 May 1953, although in himse somewhere in Bristol.

Now the matched pair of cars ditack and gleaming on lan's driveway tribute to father's and son's hard
work. The two Mayflowers are botehown and a regular sight out on theads round the Lancaster area where
the Hodkinsons live. To get ian's caitiopresent position, however, took X8onths' labour. "The body of the car
itself wasn't too bad on the whole,' recalls, 'and it needed repairing rathégran any new panels, but the
footwellsand sills were pretty horrendous.' Pat the problem with the sills on th®layflower was that the
jacking pointsvere open to the roadnd had becoméull of muck which had eventualtysted them through.
Both thefootwells, too, were severely rotten arréquired new steel bosections makingip and welding in. This
lan didhimself using a MIG welder. He als@ade up the new sills, and taut andreplaced the bottoms of the
doors.

Another section which had rusteslas that round the edges of the headlampsrepairing this area lan
took out the original headlamps, fitting insteadtw sealeebeam units. 'The cds used on an everyday basihe
used on an everyday basis,' lamarks. 'In fact, my wife uses it fehopping and running the childrexbout, so |
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Following advice in

manual, Hodkin-
sons used apertures
in body shell two
skewer it and rotace
if for easy access o
underside. Wings
cleancd up, every
trace of rust care-

fully cul away

Roof prepared on
rotated car (above
left). Parts metho-
dically wire-
brushed by Hod-
kinson Senior
(left). Leather seats
refurbished (right);

engine in @ trudy

deplorable stare




wanted to put some bettelights in.' For authenticity he ditchowever, retain the oldashionedsemaphore
indicators.

Overallthere is little filler in lan's caThe bodywork was reasonably lewagld therefore he only really used
it round the new weldedn sectionslUnder the surface, apart from thHeotwells and sills, only the inner rear
wings needed replacinglhere's ebeaded edge betweetthe inner andouter wings whichs hollow and traps
water,' lan recallsput we discoveredhat MGB reamwings can be mad fit - and they'reslightly easier tget
hold of thanproper Mayflower ones!

Despite the fact that lan hadeverhad anything to do with sidealveengines before, he found the unit
verystraightforward to work on. He strippetiright down, adding new standaglzepistons and new bearings.
'We gotthese bits for the engine from th€&riumph Mayflower Club, whproved avery useful source of
otherwise elusiveparts for the car. Although | made up tile gaskets we needed for the engiaat of Klingerite,'
he comments, 'theyare exactly the same as those ostandard Flying Nine.' In fact, the caanaged to w the
head gasket anthn was forced to remove all the studsd rub the block down smooth agaising a piece of
glass and weaind-dry sandpaper. "The only other problem vead was due to ignorance of the corresttape of
the gearboxoil dipstick.’

Whenlan bought the car, the dipstidiad a rather strange bend invthich he assumed was the shape it
should be. Thus the gearbox itself ond¢geived a thorough inspection amteaning. 'Unfortunately, this bend was
a bit of a mistake and the plstickbecame so weak at that point thatshapped and the pieces jammed thexth
in the gearbox.' To avoid totaltlismantling the gearbox, lan and Hadrained the oil and pulled the bigger
pieces out by fishing with a magné@they then flushed out any renmangbits with petrol and have had no more
problems with it since then.

The suspension proved faigjraightforward to overhaul. With théront end being the same as a TR2's,
they managed to get any necess#its from TR Specialists in London.cbpe wth everyday running, the old
rubber bushes were replaced witome beefier nylon ones and the reauspension cleaned up. 'We've never
really done any work on the steeringst stripped and cleaned it,' lan commen8mething which did cause a
few problems was the baljoint gaiters. They were bigger than usual addficult to get hold of, so we ended up
improvising and using squash baligh holes in them instead!

EK Brakes in Lancaster providexv brake cylinders, which are tisame as those useda Morris 1000,
and a local garage man, Peter Hunteade up the brake pipes. 'The brakisdgy a Lockheed hydraulic system
andvery effective,' lan remarks.

Inside the car, all the leather trim on tiseats was revitalised using a f@onnolising kitrbom Woolies in
Market Deeping, near Peterborough, and theadlining was scrubbed clean. "Tdaor panels and the trim over
the rearwheelarches were reeovered withleathercloth which we got as old stofrom Nairns in Lancaster
before itclosed down,lan recalls. ‘It was veimilar to the original material.’ Thear's interior was otherwise
relativelycomplete, with lan only needing tmend the temperature gauge. 'It wasme of the old directeading
type, which was filled with ether,' he addstdok it to work and managed to refillhere using an electric kettle
to heat theether up enough to get it into theeservoir at the end of the pipe. | thinke boss was quite glad
when I'dfinished that one!'

lan's car was finally finished in 1988d,not long after, Harry acquired hidayflower. 'lIt came up through
a rallywe went on with lan's car,' Harmemembers. 'A chap came up to asd said he had one exactly like it for
sale.Well, we eventually bought it angte were off again!'

All work on theHodkinsons' cars arried out in a nearby barn which hasne of the home comforts like
light orheating, making work at night or durirtige winter difficult. Nevertheless, Harrytsar was completed in
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just sixmonths, compared with the 18 for lan'§his one wasn't really in any betteondition,' Harry comments.
'In fact,the engine was in a terrible state.cdnrod had come through the bloakd a piston had disintegrated,
hencethe fact that it hadn't been run for oveen years.' The engine had ke rebuilt, but during this period they
managed to find a complete replacemel200CC sidealve engine andearbox through a private sale in
Stockport. 'We went to collect it inf@iesta and managed to fit it all in tihack, | think the Fiesta's front wkls
were very nearly off the ground fanost of the way home!'

Inside, Harry's car was again almigact, although one of the seatseeeded a new spring and they
discovereda replacement for a missirdpor-pull in a scragyard on a Wolsele$500. The caeven came complete
with its originalradio, which larhas had probleménding for his vehicleand to date hasiot yet found one.
Father and son alsmade their owncarpes for thesecond Mayflowerwhich they nowconsider to be better
than those theybought readymade for the first. Thérim was otherwise treated in exactthe same way as lan's
car.

The main reason why Harry's Mayfloweas refurbished so quickly wétse Hodkinsons' discovery of the
bodyworksupplement of an original workshapanual. Inthis it stated that therevere two metal plates one in
the forward wall of the boot and one in thear of the engine bay. These plategien unscrewed, revealed holes
through which a long steel besectioncould be inserted once the engine hbden renoved. 'The car is only light
and it was then fairly easy to lift it, orend at a time, up onto trestles,' laxplains. 'With the Mayflower being
the same height as it is wide, and thex-section running roughly down theentre of the car, it was posséto
rotate it round on the trestle as thoughitas on an enormous spit.'

Apparently, this method was used bye factory for ease of assembly. In thRedkinsons' casié made
restorationwork on the underside of the car botar quicker and also fdess uncomfortableWhen | was doing
mine," lanrecalls, 'l had to lie on my back feours under the car wirdrushing thechassis. A lot of rust and dirt
fell into myears which became infected, and fowaile | ended up with vertigo!" Beiraple to resolve Harry's car
meant thatthe underneath could become a verticlrface- which was much moreonvenient, not to mention
less painfulThe main sections needing attention tre car were over the rear whealchesand the chassis
members, which weragain tackled with a MIG welder.

'When we tiltedthe car over weaested the sides on big cushionsstp the bodywork from getting
damaged,Harry comments, ‘and althoughmade things less difficult, | muatimit there were still times when |
gotveryfed up with rubbing down all thpaintwork." Once the bodywork waabbed flat the car was sprayed
usingtwo-pack paint, unlike lan's which wasinted with cellulose. External trirsuch as the brightwork, was
cleanedup and rechromed in Bolton bytainles€lectrePlating, who also workedn lan's car. 'Although we had
the carspainted by someonelse,' lan remarkswhen wegot them back welecided to respraghe engine
compartments ourselves andmake them smarteunder the bonnet.A section inlhe compartment onHarry's car
hadbeen eaten through by battery acid #us was duly repaired.

As for obtaining parts for the Mayflowenthe Hodkinsons have fourtiat the owners' club is probably the
best place. Items such as contéceakerpoints areotherwise very difficulto get hold of, and the Club is now
remanufacturing door seals and stainlesteel exhaust systems. 'We uste original seals on our cars,' Harry
recalls, 'and lan went round thecrapyards for an exhaust from anottear that ould be adapted to fit.' Tyres
were also something of a problem and,fact, modernstyle radials were athat could be found to suit.

Now completed, both the Hodkinsorndayflowers are certainly regularlysed. 'We used to take them to
showsall over the country, but we tend to stagloser to home nowadays,' commerttarry, lan, however, has
taken his capver to Europe for a rally in Hollan®lVe did about 600 miles nestop andit never missed a beat.’
The pair aralso members of the Lakeland Histo@iar Club, and are usually to be seer on the various runs
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held over thesummer months. 'We've had very fgwoblems with the cars on the whold{arry remarks. 'They
do have their littlequirks, though for example, it is faeasier to adjust théappets if you takéhe engine out

first!"
And what of their next projectAnother Triumph an 1800 this time or they also have an Austin Seven in

need of restoration. Unfortunately, theyon't be able to revolve these two, blim sure they will makg@ist as
good ajob of them anyway . . .

Sivlish Mayflower
badge redolent of
limousine. Cars
now regularly used
by Harry and lan
Hodkinson. Tax

discs date from 1955

(
.
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Triumph Mayflower Driven

Practical Classic8pril 2007

It's easy to let prejudice cloud your judgement but a whole new warfcclassic motoring
could be yours by setting sail in a Mayflower...

THERE'S THAT OLD adage that goes along the linejudgioy a book by its cover but I'm afraid I'd
already falleninto that trap long before | drove Adrian Williams' 1953 Triunhfdyflower. You see, up to that
point, | hadn't really got beyond thangular, overexaggerated styling that makes the Mayflower |didde
something that's broken free from a children's megg-round.l'd always parked this car in my mental garage
somewhere betweerthe comedy of the Rytecraft Scootercar and the 'distinctiyéirey’ of the Nash
Metropolitan. It's the sensible saloon that Noddy migispire to when he grows up and trades in that fancy
yellow FiatGamine of his. Fie on me, | know.

However, when you get up close and personal withMayflower, it doesn't look dmpy or as big as you
imagined it tobe, yet strangely it seems really big on the inside. I'm more thaiesixall but the interior doesn't
feel cramped, ingress and egressiisooth and requires no thirgarty intervention, there's plenty deg and
head room, and the visibility is impressive. This is a facaitythere being enough room on the back seat for two
or maybethree family members without their pelvises becoming inextricaidylged between the wheel arches.
With sufficient ardour anécrobaics, you might conceivably start a family there, too.

Driving couldn't be much easier. The only thing that requirktle concentration is the column
gearchange that stirs up the threppeedgearbox. Despite learning the gate, it wasn't
long before Forgot what | was doing and first gear said hello to reverse whilthen
move, with the attendant wails of anguish and abject apolotpdsoth Adrian and the ENGINE

cogs. Oncenoving you really only need top ge#&errain and other roaeusers 1277cc/4-cyl/SV
permitting. :&?giaooo
Mayflowers would have made goattiving instructors' cars. But as far as _ZE2PL R
) " . . . ¥ TORQUE
everyday use is concerned, it's wortbting that seat belts aren't easy fi in the 591b 1@2200rpm

front, and the heater was aoptional extra, which is why there's ordyblanking plate | m GEARBOX 3-spd man
on Adrian's ca Where's the hardship in wearingermal longjohns under your little W TOP SPEED 65mph
blackdress to the winter ball, anyway? M 0-60 23sec

The car's performance reflects #gtatus as a small Fifties' family saloon énd 8 MPG 35mpg ———
therefore adequate. It wouldn't be yodirst choice of getawy car. :mg’}("—:’%@“ :
The 1277cc engine is pretty ludtyt the aforementioned gearbodoesn't quite | g wéuEi(?n 49;; (975:; )]

provide it with much ofh mechanical advantage over the regneels; the ratios are
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well spaced buthere's just not enough of them if you'iaclined to drive up hillall day.

That said, the torque of the enginesach that it's happy to keep slogging-cifiyou listen hard enough,
youcan hear it saying 'l can andill...' The independent front suspension allows the car to cling totéineac at
slightly elevatedrelocities but be prepared to get monatimate with fellow occupants as the body roll is quite
something.

Everything inside the car is soused in Forties/Fifties' charcthquality, from the optional leather seats and
carpets (mostvere fitted with Vynideseats and rubber mats), to the pistgtip handbrake and the trafficator
lever on the Bakelite steering whembss. The trafficators are great, but it's worth augmenting tigieration
with some armwaving- modern motorists won't knowvhat you're signaihg but at least they'll take notice of
you.

I'm starting to be impressed with this car, which is more thanlmasaid for the Americans. Standard
Triumph, like all car compani@s postwar Britain, desperately needed to sell to foreigners, #rid newdesign
was tailored to the export market. It had beanoted that the largest group of buyers, the Americans, loved
quality cars like RollRoyces with razeedge, coactbuilt bodywork, saMulliners of Bimingham was told to
design a 18p RollsRoyce.

Whenyou look at the Mayflower in this light, it makes sense. ¥aw see those styling cues, albeit without
the scale or proportionThis is how it earned its nickname 'the watch charm Rolls'.

The Mayflower was launched (a pun also used at the time) at 8408 Earls Court Motor Exhibition, where
one lady was overheari exclaim: 'Oh, how perfectly bloody.' It was put on sale in 1&@%@ production ceased
in 1953 after 34,000 had been built. Asriinspired, the little Triumph wasn't the Americans' cup of temore
were exported to Ceylon than the US. It's been suggestedethen the Brits weren't too enamoured but we were
so desperate t@et our hands on any motorised vehicle that we'd even pay goodey for a pram with a lawn
mower engine strapped thereto

But this is cruel. The Mayflowerssll a solid, practical classic. Fisher &odlow of Birmingham built the
unitary constructedbody out of some stern stuffnd rust isn't a huge problem, althougbu're advised to inspect
the usual placewith care.And the looks are beginnirig grow on me- the view out across thdtonnet is jolly
splendid, too.

There's nothing mechanically bafflirnd most of the greasy and electrical bime from other parts bins
of the era, savailability is good. The Staad FlyingLO-derived powesplant is simple andugged, as is the
gearbox, but the allohead can grow so attached to the stutthait you'll need to borrow a lifting todkom the
Triumph Mayflower Club (TM®) separate the twoSpeaking of which, you'd lieard pressed to find a more
welcoming anctheery bunch of folk than in the TM@®ww.triumphmayflowerclub.com).

There you have it. The Mayflowenuslikely to snap knicker elastic at eviem paces, but who carest
makes ugor it by being characterfulfun, reliableand cheap to own. I've come to realike the Mayflower and
I'd be happy angbroud to own one.

Designed to appeal to Americans.

——
w
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Buyinga Razor Edge Triump

Practical Classic8ugust1983

Geoff Le Provodboks at two similarlystyled hut widelydiffering cars.

Old fashioned even when they wenew, the Triumph razor edgealoons were not a great pestar sales
success. The 1800/2000/Renowwachbuilt saloons were expensiand the alisteel Mayflowers, aimed
squarely at the American markgtist were not what the customer wanted. ftas taken more than 30 years for
that tide of opinion to change for the biggear while the Mayflower remainargely neglected and inexpensive.
The Renown family have an air of psar, rather upper crust, quély and graceemphasised by the swamecked
curves inthose classic wings and the perpendicidyle of the asiHramed body altogether toowell built for its
own good, as the profit margiran these cars must have been tiny! THMayflower on the othethand is
something ofan anachronism, owing little to anything elskits period. It was 'miniimo’ designedotally
without the benefit of market researcand which sold on home markets simplgcause in the '50s, you could
sell any camo matter how odl it looked. In theexport market it was a disaster.
In its favour, the pressed steghitary bodied Mayflower was very wgllt together around a deep and rigimbx
section frame.
While the Renown has a satisfying, degmine note, the
Mayflower is chareterisedby its quiet but higkpitched sewing
machinechattert if it doesn't sound like a sewingachine,
there is something wrong with it!
Like them or loathe them, you have aaimit that the cars have
a striking individualitynd it is probably this whh is finally
winningthem new friends. With both cars, yaman see what N T 5
you are getting_ the rot on displays the rot that ther_e is, Tmmphsm ,,;?or e&ge Siloans of the late 405
there are few 'hiddenareas to check other than routine and early ’50s, the Mayflower (left) and the
suspension, steering and jacking points. Renown.

Although almost the same height, the Mayflower

was considerably shorter than the Renown, g'iv.-“

ing it a rather boxy look. g T i

——
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The Triumph Renown

The, two cars featu
here belong teenthusiast
Malcolm Bath, an active
memberof the two clubs
which cater for these
models.The day after these
pictures were taken, hevas
using the Renown as
transport to hiswedding. It ‘
is that sort of car. a

Triumph went L
bankrupt beforethe war. At

the end of hostilities, the
Standard M otOI(ZOmpany The Renown should sit high over its wheels. Any

bought the Triumph name s e ke S
andthat was about all they
got for their money. livas
decided that postvar
Triumphs wouldctontinue to
have heir own distinctive
bodystyles, but that they
would have to use Standard

mechanical parts. The first

; R T : e Check the door posts for rust which could indicate
SUChTrlumph saloon was the The carly cars carried a bulkhead plate saying  rotton wood below. The base of the bulkhead is
razor edge 1800ntroduced 1800 Triumph. This is a later 2000cc engine. also a common area for rot.

in 1946.

The car used an existing Standard 1778ugine in a tubular steel chassissheet steefor chassis work
just was not available andthe bodywas made by Multiers of BirminghamThat tubular chassis was fairly
durable,but spares fothe Standard engine (alagsed by thelYzlitre Jaguar) are now quitere.

In 1949, the car received the Standarfdnguard engine to become the Triump®00 and lter that year,
sporting the Vanguard'gressed steel chassis, the car findgcame the Triumph-fitre Renown and it ithese 2
litre cars which are the ones to lodér today because so many parts were comntoithe Vanguard which was
produced infar greater numbers and far more recentligan any 180@ngined car.

The car the enthusiasts look for is tRenown with mechanical overdrive it isless troublesome than the
electrically operatedinit. The spares situation is such tlmatner Malcolm was ableotbuy a new gearboxstill in
its box- for only £15.

o

s
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]
38 |



The Triumph Razor Edge Owners Qltich caters for the 1800, 2000 and Renoverproducing steering

| & : T fooety s : e
: The sraditional neixtsure of wood and leather. malf mczn{::tzble baf,l:g ocf at:le Renown  The spare wheel and toolkit nestle inside the

bootlid of the Renown.

idler joints¢ amechanical weakpot- and has just had batch of springs

made to help the carsit upstraight.

Body panels, of course, you can forgebors, boot and bonnet panels were alloyswme cars and steel
on others. The parts thaust first, the wings and those runnitmpards, were made of steel. The panels dad
ash frame which iguite often in powdefform -repairing such an advanced statewadod rot is not a job for the
faint hearted.Malcolm has replaced the wood on one sidéhisf car and recommends having a first class

woodworker close at hand to cope with intricatarves.

Sgns of rust around the door shuts diarly reliable indications that the woobleneath them is rotting as
well. Rust on thewings is less serious than on a unitary -cilwere is no concealed structure to worapout.
Theinterior of the car is high quiy rather than high luxury with upholstery weaurfaces in leather and

with the dashboardand door cappings in wood. It always
pays tofind a car with a good interior. Restoringpaor
example will almost certainly cost motiean the car is
worth.

The dd-fashioned 'feel' of the car is accentuatbg
the high ride position and the larggeering wheel. The
gears are selected byalumn shift and there is an
umbrella handbrakeinder the far right hand side of the
dashboard.

Progress in the Renown canly bedescribed as

I What to pay :
-The very best Renown might just reach the

£3,000 mark but there are some quite accept-
able cars for a lot less. £1,000 should buy a
usable specimen needing little work and a
runner can be had for £500-£600. Anything
less than that will need a lot of time, energy
and cash. Go for the best you can afford.

| S m———————e

stately. Performance is acceptabidile not startling and the car should lsemfortable for the longest of

journeys.

The Triumph Mayflower

The slab sides of the Mayflower are broken by the
deep swage lines which flow back from the wings.

——
w
©
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. The Mayflower scores over the Renown in at least
“ one area— the boot. There is much more space for
e luggage here.




What to pay

The Mayflower sits squarely at the bottom of
the classic valuation list and you should get
good value for money from a sound example.

The best Mayflower around will probably sell
for £800-£900 if a buyer can be found while a
runner will be found quite often in the £100-
£200 range. A lesser car, atthe moment any-
way, is really only suitable for spares.

Mayflowers sometimes had leather seats, but the
interior is spartan ed to the R

{ 4

The makers of the Mayflower
were stunnedo learn that the
Americans, for whom thegtesigned
the car, could findittle use for the
underpowered and rather Strange  Wheel arches on the Mayflower quickly become
looking Triumph while in cahungry
Britain salesnatched production simply because thesas nothing else.

Mulliners' design team had a hand in theyflower, but the company
could not copewith quantity production of the pressed steedhells which were
built by Fisher and Ludlowhe fairly robust structure attracts rust the usual
places: wheel arches, sills amthg seams. As with the Renown, the steering

frayed. Waich for ‘wear’ here.

can be a weak point and spares are rdtbedk for wear in the steering box and theler arms.
The sidevalve 1247cc engine was fittedth an aluminium cylinder head and thisits weak spot. The
headssuffer from corrosiorand replacements are unobtainabléhich means a costly repair job on thardaged

head.
Triumph 1800/2000/

1800 saloon. Engine: 1776cc. Bore 73mm,
stroke 106mm, compression ration 6.7:1, 63
bhp at 4,500 rpm.

Suspension:independant front suspension
using transverse leaf spring and upper
wishbones. Live rear axle with half elliptic leaf
springs and anti-roll bar.

2000 saloon. As 1800 except
Engine:2088cc, bore 85mm, stroke 92 mm,
68 bhp at 4,200 rpm.

Renown. As 2000 except:

Suspension: Front, IFS by coil springs and
wishbones, anti-roll bar.

Renown Limousine: As Renown except:

long wheelbase chassis and central partition.

tion.
Performance: 20-22 mpg, max speed
88mph.

New body panels do not exist but hebps, bumpers and over
riders do turn umow and then, says Malcolm Bath. The suspension
much the same as the TriumadiR2 and replacemelliack axles and
gearboxes reputedly nevevear out and the 5.90 &5 tyres are readily
available.

The interior of the Mayflower is far lespulent than that of the
bigger car, lackinthe wood trim for instance, although sonoars
were available with leather upholstery as option. At 60 mph the
Mayflower is gettindoreathless and long journeys woybdobably be a
trial. It could make an idealassic shopping car though.

The Mayflower appeared in only one versiorits production
life between 1949 and 953 although Mullners did convert aboutO
into dropheads in 198. You are unlikelipo come across one of these.

Triumph Mayflower

Engine: Four cylinder sidevalve 1247cc,
bore 63mm, stroke 100mm, compression
ration 6.7:1, 38 bhp at 4,200 rpm.
Suspension: Independent front suspension
by coil and wishbones. Live rear axle with half
elliptic leaf springs.

Performance: 25-30 mpg. Max speed
70mph.

——
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The Triumph Mayflower

The Motor, December & 1950

A Small Car of Refinement . .;.::,:..‘...,;j

APPEARANGHre a true guide tthe qualities of the Triumph Mayflowethe model withwhich
the Standardviotor Company have renteredthe small car field. If you thinlas some people do think,
that its anguladines and rather cubical proportionepresent regression, then you will ngteatly like it
as a car to drive or ride if, on the other hand, yothink as verynany other people think that the
design,with its bold rejection of any pretence atreamlining, represents a welcome retuimcommon
sense, then you will find thahe car reveals on the road just thosetues which its appearances
promise.

To be more explicit, the Mayfloweloes not
claim to have unsurpassextceleration through
the gears, to cornelike a racing car, or to attain
highmaximum speeds. What it does offer is
roominess, comfortable riding, ample and
exceedingly smooth togear performancevithin
the limits of a maximum speeasther above a
mile a minute, and sensibkconomy of fuel. It
seems safe to predi¢hat a great many motorists,
both insideand outside Britain, will find the
Mayflowerextremely well suited to theitastes
and needs.

Come out of doors, in your imaginatico,
where the Triumph Mayflowestands waiting to
be driven. It is not @ar which takes up a great
deal of spacén agarage or car park, with its ft3overall length and G2. overall widthbut its razor
edge coachwork is obvioustapacious. It may not have been wasltkxvn since it was driven over
muddyroads last night, but it still looks quitenart, thanks tanudguarding which igenuinely effective:
those flat body sidemay be vulnerable tacratches if youneighbour in a car park flings his dampen,
but they are also very easy to keelgan with the minimum of labour.

Open the doors: there are only two tifem, but they are fronthinged so thathey cannot fly
open while the car isnoving fast. Getting into the front seats really easy, thanks to the flatnesstio¢
floor and the width of the doorgyetting into the back is as easy as careRpected, too, helped by the
fact that thewhole of each front seat moves forwaeas the back isilted forwards. Sitting irthe back,
you cannot reach a door handleyt that can be a good thing when younkildren are being carried.

Try the seats, and you will :
find thempleasantly comfortable '
and roomy. Théndividual front  INDEPENDENTLINE

—Razor-edge styling,
seats are not shaped toold you  as favoured on other
steady during fast cormneringut,  medes i+ sgpliec <
on the other hand, they can be  bedywork onthe tay-
settogether to form a bench on  nes andargewindow
to which it isnot impossible to il
crowd three peopleThe back
rests are perhaps a little lovbut
with the fixed armrests (shaped




aspull handlesto facilitate giving the doorthe firm slam they require) you casomfortably spend the
whole day in theseseats. Passengers riding behind you haweause for complaint, either: they it a
fairly upright position, but are nadtinted of knee, foot ohead room.

Now, start up the engine in readinef&s your drive in the car: the halay setting of the rich
mixture control willgive a prompt start from cold unless theather is really bitter, and will givefast
idling speed whilst you reverse oah to the road. It might, perhaps, habeen handier to have the
starter and richmixture controls alongside one anotheather than widely spaced apart, but whén
gets dark you'll appreciate that thosehite control knobs are so positioned &sbe jug conveniently
shown up by thaliscreet glow of the instrument lighting.

Drive away, and before a mile has bemvered you
will have finished with theich mixture control. You may
. think the engine has stopped when you are heldatpa
| traffic block, butit hasn't; it merelyhappens to be one of
' those alltoo-rare units which is really inconspicuous whign
/| isidling.
W Don't try to hustle your getaway: let the clutch at
guite a low engine speeand you will go smoothly and
quietly away, being ready almbsnmediatelyto use the
steeringcolumn gear lever foa change up into second. You
couldquite comfortably have started in thafear had you
been lazy, although thmstruction book frowns on the idea.
Probably 20 m.p.h. will suffice for ydaefore you @cide to
change up into top and there you will stay.

Restrain your urge to change dowrhen traffic
checks your pace: certaintlyis is a small car, but
nevertheless it iperfectly happy down to below 10 m.p.h.
in top gear or to practically zero speed
in the middle ratio. If you want either
of the lower gears for hill climbing or
for extra acceleration, gooslynchrae
meshmechanism gives the simplest
of silentengagements, but you will
soon learn thatight-angle turns are
easily negotiable itop, whereas
second gear gets fussy aboxe
m.p.h. and gives little extra urge
above 30 m.p.h.

Gentle and smooth as the
engine is, yowre not likely to find it lacking in powéo keep you in or ahead of the traffstream on an
arterial road. Certainly0-45 m.ph. is the smoothest pace, bptovided you keep the ventilator panels
closed you won't be unduly bothered lynd noise at higher speeds. There carabace of drumming
audible as you go ughe speed range, but 55 or even 60 m.hn be held quiteomfortably if need
arises.

Tyre pressures were checked before ganme out, of course, because no small@an be
expected to handle well at speefithey are incorrect. Choosing roominasgpreference to streamlined
coach workyou will notice whetherhere is a headail, or side wind blowing, but the vehght
steering will keep you 100 per ceiin, control of any situation. You hawet chosen this car with a view
to phenomenally fast cornering, but by usitige nice steering to place it Intelligdgtyou will get along
very well on windingoads: there is a modest amount of rbllit very little tyre howl, and if an
unexpectedly sharp corner does take ymyisurprise, an extra quarter turn of tiveheel will get you
round all right.

INTERIOR—Instruments
are centrally grouped on a
facia panel which is flanked ;
by parcel shelves, and the BEH
individual front seats move &
forward and up, as shown
in the right-hand view, to
facilitate entry to the back |
of the two-door body

——
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Soft springs witha lot of damping ishe suspension recipe on this little cag that when you drop
over the brow of enhump-back bridge it stays firmly dowmithout any bouncing. The riding is itd most
level if you have only the frordgeats occupied, but both you anduyr rear seat passengers will travel
very comfortably if you uspist a little restraint aboutushing over rough roadsdon't be afraid to leave
the metalled road, because tracksoken into potholes inchedeep in water won't bother yoat 25
m.p.h., bu don't expectquite the ability to tackle angurface at any speed whi¢provided you forget
about thecost of tyres) some modeiarge cars reveal.

In hilly country you wilhppreciate the engine's willingness pull smoothly everdown to low
speedswhichwill save you many a geahange. There are, of courdaenits to the pulling power of
even the most helpful 10 h.gngine, but bottom gear is i@atio low enough to restart you on a very
steep hill indeedand to take you slowly bigurely to the smmit: also, if you dameed bottom gear on a
holiday in Devonyou will be pleased to find that it haynchremesh mechanism to help yangage it.

Down the other side of the hill, aftgqou have enjoyed the view from trimmit through the big
windows ofthe Mayflower, you will find the brakesnusual in feel, but very effective. Thetees not
seem to be any appreciableovement of the pedal in response your reasonably firm pressure on it,
but the retardation is nevertheless botiowerful and progresse in action.

By this time, you will probably haweppreciated the heating system whichais optional extra on
this model, a systerm which either the car's speed or a nob-audible electric fan pushes air through
a ventilator below the windscreeandthen past aradiator and into the carThe raintrapping
arrangements seemroof against anything but the mosiceptional of sustained deluges, agenkn if
you are not yet a convert to centrhkating as an aid to motoring comfogtou will appreciatédhaving a
safely cleawindscreen despite weather which invitesstingup.

For warmer weather, you have hinggdntilation panels on the rear windows all as the front
ones to help keep thatmosphere inside the car fresh. At thisie of year, you wilfind that they carbe
opened without rain coming in, buge careful how you use the rear onlescause they can direct cold
air on to thedriver's back as well as doing a usgfid of extraction.

Darkness? The headlamps, which areunted at a sensible hght, arepleasantly powerful, but
for this unhurriedstyle of car it would perhaps bh&orthwhile to have the lenses modifietd give less
length of beam and a rathevider spread of light. Instrument lighting of just the right brilliance, and
further movement of the puskpull facia switckcontrolling it brings a good interior ligito operation.
The instruments, incidentallnre arranged for the simplest ohderstanding, oil pressure and coolant
temperature gauges being set alongsmige another andarranged so that a dropf either needle from
its horizontalposition is a warning signal, either fiolmdequate oil pressure or excessive water
temperature.

Has the car shown itself to have tiert of virtues which matter to youPRet's take a findbok
around before wamust leave it. Top up the fuel tank, arndvill probably be found that the fuel
consumption has been rather better th&® m.p.g. Open the rear locker, and ywill find a really
generous amount ofuggage space,
unobstructed by thesparewheel which is
mounted below the taibf the car. Undo the
tool-roll even, andapart from, the easyo-use
jack and theemergency starting handle which
are housed under the bonnet, you will find a
better-than-average kit.

The car for everyone? Thelenosuch :

. TAILPIECE.—Generous
thing, and the Mayflower does n@ittempt t0  luggage capacity may be

extended by leaving the

cater for every taste. Modest sized car of locker lid open, separate

spare wheel stowage

unusual refinementThe Mayflower is just being provided on a

shelf hinged to let the

that, and as sucBhould make a great many  wheel be withdrawn
friends from below the bumper.

——
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A Modified Mayflower

The Mota, December 8 1950

The¢ SOKYAOFf 9RAG2NJ RSAONAOGSaA
Small Cars

¥ Deeember 6,1950. -8 o 4 nMotor

EXTERNAL
CHANGES—This
picture shows the
outward aspect of a
new production car
modified to the sug-
gestions contained
in the article below.

WITH some 25,000 miles on the odometer of Mgrris Minor | stand on the threshold of
exchanging it for a Triumph Mayflower. @@fention, the Morris has been drén as a 98 pesent,
standard motor car as delivered from the works, [ius an interesting intellectual exercise to envisage
in whatway one would set about developing a volume productian given a free hand. As dispatched
from the works, theMayflower is exceptionally wekquipped, a heater, clocknd interior light for the
luggage boot being available, hiese by no means exhaust the equipment which it wouédl be
worth while carrying.

Dealing first with items of embellishment or thopeomoting individual comfort, Would make an
externalchange by adding the wethown Ace rimbellishers to theheels and would follow up the
classic knifeedge motif ofthe whole design by having it lined out in some agreeableatrasting colour.

Taking now thenterior of the body, | would cover thiacia panel, window cappings, etc., with
wood veneerattached to canvas which can be stuck on to other surfé#desould obtain it from France,
or alternatively withleather in the manner adopted for a sister carthe range- the latest Roadster. If
the latter course were followetlwould again follow Roadster practice by havingather-covered rim
to the steeringwheel- a featurewhich considerably improves the feel of a componesich, taken
throughout the ear, is in my hands on average for four hours a day.

| write without experience of the seating comfort oMeng distances, but | have observed in road
testing carof every size and price that one of the major merits of tiest cars costing £1,000, @n
over, is that the seats arnsiderably more comfortable at the end of 300 milean they are on
vehicles selling for half this price or lessless, therefore, the Mayflower proves a great exceptmn
this rule | would expect to replace or modifyetlseatsso as to have Dunlofl cushions and
exceptionally higlear squabs so as to provide full support for the shouldiesving my lessons in
these respects from both Jaguand Bristol.

Loose covers for the seats are an item which many wepétifyas these preserve the real
surfaceand enhance the rasale value of the cain the meanwhile, however, they do nohprove the
interior appearance, and fdhis reason alone | would not fit them.

Once upon a timewas a great advocate of woopholsteryin preference to leather, and | still
feel it hascertain advantages. Experience in the last ten years falthic upholstered cars has, however,
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shown me that sheefur and dog's claws go ill together, and given choice imtlager | would
unhesitatinglyrely upon the best thamMr. Connolly could provide.

Indulging another personal wish, | would have the bathdified to give a sliding roof, for
although | would noexpect to use this frequently in normal motoring there atber times when its
presences a blessing indeed. Thapplies in particular to Alpine touring and also to those
infrequent occasions when one is stationary in the@aa sunny day, or when one wishes to have a
highgrandstand seat for some motoring or other event.

Having expeaenced the pleasures of really firstassreception given by the Radiomobile set with
two loudspeakersnstalled in my Minor, | would certainly instal similar set in the new car, especially
as | believe the performanc# the latest equipment to be evebetter thantheir predecessors.

| would add to the burden on the battery by supplementthg two normal headlamps with a
wide beamgsharp cutoff fog lamp, and also with a really long raraféair which would really pick out
potential obstacles iigoodtime even when travelling at maximum speed. Thg item would be of
particular value when doing longght journeys in deserted country and, in the opposibmditions of
travelling on crowded roads, | would apprecidite cunning Lucas mirror which aumatically
eliminates glare from pursuing headlamps. Finally, aitlout any real justification, the current
instrumentswould be replaced by the type used by Rolls Royceadimelrs which have a far plainer and,
to my eye, moreattractive figuring. It haalways been a matter of intered me that the lettering of
numerals on the instrument&hich clutte the stylst's desk is often hideous beyobelief whereas, in
the test house, one can see dials whidve a clarity well worthy of the eighteenth cemu

It will be apparent from the above list that embellishiagar to any great extent beyortde
standard is not a cheap proceediragd one would be lucky to géte work above described carried out
for £170.

Possibly the first step from the engineeriag distinctfrom the embellishing aspect would be to
have "Undersealfubberised coating spread on to the underpart of tter and, with a view to reducing
the noise to a minimumt might be well worth having a similar treatment to thennet, scuttleand
the interior of the doors. This woulihcrease the weight substantially, but as the car is nbigd
performance type this penalty might well be paidview of the increased life and sound deadening.

The next move would be to protect the engine frdaoth abrasion and corrosion. In the standard
form a floatingpick-up ensures that reasonably clean oil is supplied tolibaings, but in addition to
this Iwould take the precautiowf fitting a very large fulflow filter, at the same timeeminding my
secretary that she must badger me to hate element changed at least once every six monittesving
thus guaranteed clean oil all the time | would attdlok problem of cylinder wear by fitting Laystall
Cromardiners to the block, the experience of corengial vehiclenanufacturers having shown that one
could run 50,00@niles with insignificant wear.

Whilst the engine was dismantledMould ask the Fesc@o. to hardchrome the crankshaft, and |
would consultthe appropriate experts as to whether there wid be anyadvantage in deviating from
the standard type of main drig end bearings in view of the fact that they were ngaing to operate
on an exceedingly hard surface.

| should attack the problem of valve wear by havimgerted valve seats and thelvas themselves
coated with"Brightray " which | know from experience is an admirgtretection not only against wear
but also against the attaalf leaded fuels. | would have a stellite tip welded to #red of each valve
stem, and | believe that once ptedproperly such a setip would, like the pistons in theliners, run
for tens of thousands of miles without furthattention. | would not modify the engine with the object
of producing more power, as | think the expense involaad the sacrifices hich have to be made
scarcely worthwhile on a car of this kind. Let us look at the matter friims point of view. To raise the
maximum speed fronsay, 63 m.p.h. to 70 m.p.h. would involve increasingahgput up to about 45
h.p. and the maximum engirspeedto close on 5,000 r.p.m. This savours rather too mudtoghing a
doubtless willing horse, and also if one is daving a fast car | feel it is always better to accept with
good grace that one is handling a slow one. A velitieh will give onen honest 90 m.p.h., or better
still "the ton," is a vastly attractive &fr by virtue of this facalone (assuming road holding and brakes
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are in keeping)hut | confess myself indifferent to maximum speeds tdvaer order and have had great
satisfaction from carshich would do barely a mile a minute.

f If ITwere prepared to
; carry out some real

= experimentalwork lwould
like to observe the effect of
fitting the old-fashioned
type of metatto-metal ball

| and socket joint tall the

' steering conectionsfor
although adding to the

INTERNAL MODIFICA-
TIONS—Suggested changes
to the Mayflower interior
include leather covering :
for the steering wheel rim &
and dashboard and the
employment of more ex-
pensive instruments and
switchgear of the type
shown below.

maintenance, | suspect that they would give a far mdirect and
rigid feel to the steering, especially if coupleath a fairly high
geared and a reasonably reversigkeering box.

With an eye to possible Continentiilps | would alsdike to
change the standard brake drums for the Wellworthi/Fin type
in which aferrouslining is chemicallponded to a lighdalloy drum.

| would quite certainly supplement, or possibly ewveplace, the normal centrifugal ignition
advance mechaniswith a hand control. There are very big variations in @ainé-knock qualities of Pool
petrol, and this alone makasimpossible to provide an automatic advance systehich will fully
provide for all running conditions. Apdrom this the correct operation of a wetlesigned andensitive
hand advance is think, one of the inheritegleasures of motoring which it is folly to throw away.

This attitude may possibly label me as alk&d, butl feel no such reverence for tradition in
regpect of theclutch mechanism. On the modern car it is a relativedgnsitive affair compared to my
Vauxhall which witmulti-plate clutch will start on a top gear of 33 m.p.h1,800 r.p.m. with an engine
set at a fast ticlover. Andsince Ihave tried the Bochory vacuum control | know thaith starting and
gearchanging can be done better automaticatian Ican manage it myself. | should thereforake
every endeavour to have one of these devices ondhein conjunction, if possible, thithe de
Normanvilleoverdrive as fitted to the larger Triumphs.

With these two modifications | should have typedalcontrol in traffic and instantaneous gear
changing betweell four ratios effected merely by moving smartly tear lever. should, moeover,
have a fourth speed givirgD m.p.h. at 3,300 r.p.m. so that between 55 and 60 m.polld be
comfortably sustained for hours on end on whdéel sure could be claimed as the most completely
equipped small car on the road.

To be realistic, one ost estimate that the cost of themechanical modifications to be of the order
of £200, andt is a salutary thought that all the changes suggested wiathl about £370, or only £25
less than the first cost of theew car. The overall price, includingginal purchase taxyould therefore
be £875, and it is also sobering to realizat if sold at the end of a year such an investment waatildi
bring a return of at least 10 per cent.!

——
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Antigue Roadshow

Triumph World February/March 2004

TUNED FOR
Ll

When an object gets passed down the generations, it gains a value for family members ti
cannot be expressed in simple monetary terms. It might be a piece of furniture, some .
jewellery, a book, or even a toy, but no matter what it clolfetch at auction, to relatives it
is priceless just like this Mayflower.

Left: Malcolm Barnsley, a 52 year old London | Above: With only 36,000 miles on the clock an
Taxi driver, inherited the Mayflower from his full documentation from new, 1952 Mayflower
grandfather on the condition that he looked is about as original as it is possible to get. Not
after the car painted headlamp rims.

Anyone who owns a Triumph in 2004 hasold car. Even the most, recemhodelto bearshe Bimousname-
the HondabasedAcclam - isnow at leastwenty yearsold, andcompletelyout of datewhencomparedto any
newsalooncar. And, byhat sort of yardstick beingiorethan halfa century old a Triumph Mayfloweés
positivelyantique.

Of course, itisn't only agthat defines a ca @lace in autonotive history; technologynd stylingplay a much
more important part in assessing g&gnificance. Aar astechnology goes it woulle fair to say that the
Mayflower was by nomeant# LJdza KA y 3 (G KS S yidiSducd.ds 049eh&1 247 ccXoiicylipder
sidevalve power planfa descendant of the prvar Standarddying Tenenging andthree speed gearbowere
pretty average stuff back theand there was nothingpecial inthe design of thesuspensionbrakes orsteering,
either.

Onearea where the Mayflower does score highly is with its unique body $BgaerallyNS ¥ S NNB R

-G2 I
SRISRQ ZANIYYSKj daleNBO 2 vy (i S Y LI2 AhinsEhe @ wiaNdgnid forindai & viriterh the 6 Sy (i
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Motor described- & W ® dfifashion in khidthe envelope typef bodywith submergedamps, integral
wings andounded, flowing lines has becaalmostuniversallyaccepted. One of the advantages of the

Mayflower designfeatures in eery review ofthe car is he excellent all round visibility and spacious intergor
criteria that today are rated adighly as they weréfty years ago.

In recent tmes therehas alsdeen something of a resurgenoéthe 'knife-edge’ schobof styling,with
severalmanufacturers adopting a shatmed, slabsided look Of the current crop of small catbe most closely
related to the Mayflower purelyin appearance termsis probably the NissaMicra.

What we call s sail car today wold quite possibly have beeaf | & & S Rht tadl in 1950thé Mayfower
was certainly advertised as suof the factory. As part of eampaign that was ruander thebannerW ! tliafs
best in Britain.!.(whichwas also used to promote the Renown model), the Mayflower was igitigiscribed
simply as'Britain's New Light Car'. Subsequent ads i #ameseriesplaced more emphasis on the tiion of
attention to detail that went imo building these qualy Triumph cars.

The supply of Ahew cars wagxtremely limited in the edy 1950s, due primdjsito the motor industry
concentratingon the exportmarket. This situation was confirmed by tbemmerts in theopening paragraph of
The Autearroad test in April 1950:..the new Mayflower isound to have a very definite arattractive
character, which makes it all the handto have tatell would-be home owers that deliveries for thisountry are
still far from reach'. inagine howfrustrating it most have beeto read a glowingeport on a car, and then not be
able to even gt alook at one for months, let alone take agt drive

Although a top speed of 65mph is usually quoted, the
owner says that 60mph is scary enough. Jade Green
metallic is a very unusual colour and a partial respray W
. | carried out where the paint hathded.

The shortage of cars for the UK was a probliat wouldn't be resolved for several yearReflecting thisti
wasn't until 1953 that Triumphdvertisanents included a price for the MayfloweE450 plus £ 188 12s 6d
Purdase Taxwith a heaterand radio £35 (plus £14 11s 8d tax) extra. Among the feafo@ssed on in the
advertwerea 65mph maximum speed, knife edge style body, 35mpg fuel economy, independent front
suspension, wide doors fe@asy access and aftraught ventilation.




But for William Greaves, thigrst regidered owner of LKV 558t wasdefinitely the kody styling that was the
main attraction,"My grandfather was very taken by the razmge styleand he called it 'Amall. Sy i f Se Q> ¢
NEGSEFESR alftoO2tfY . IFNyatSes gK2 A&logoRZ|1HSQ2BR I 2 &YSMNI
being trefirst really newO I NJ I F i SNJ { KIriSGreaveaNdd a jewelier invBipmingham and, although his
name was the first2 | LILISF NJ Ay GKS R20dzyYSy iz AGNAROGE & &aLISI{AY:
saloon was bought by an Réfficer, who leftit , standing in theshowroom ofTriumph dealers S.H. Newsome for
a month before announcing that he had been postedreeas and therefore had no use for a new é&atactly
whatsort of manipulations MiGreaves hdto gothrough inorder to acquirethe Mayflowerig Qi Of S+ NE 06
the car he mst certainly did

Above: Large doors and seats thatswing
forward makas for easy accessto rear seats.
Floor mats are rarely seen nowadays.

Above: Four cylinder, 1247ccside valve

Above: Interior has what antique furniture
expertscall ‘alovelypating’ that comesfrom
yearsofuse, and isonly foundon genuine

engine had aluminium head with 6.8:1

compressionratioand producad 38bhp.
Hidden underthe large cylindrical AC air
filterisasinele Solex carburretor

items.

For the first five years ohis ownership, Mr Greaves usedhe Mayflower on a regular basis aray the time he
retired to live near Bournemouth, iMarch 1957, it had ocked up 27000 miles WhenMalcolm inkerited the
car,in 1971, the miéagehadonlyreached34,591 andit was stillin completelyoriginalcondtion. "Extracting it
from the old wooden garage was a bita nightrare." Realled Malcolm, "because the building hadibsided
considerably. But, once released, thar crove up toSwarey in Kenbeautifully.”

Apart from a partial @sprayin the
factory colour of Jade @&en metallic, and
normal seniceitems,the car remains as
per its originakpecification, ihaseven
beenused & areferencesource and
provided additional technicahformation
for the Triumph Mayflower Clulgy htil this
carreappearedt was thought that all
Mayflowers hacchrome headlamp rim$s
explained Malcolm, "but futher
investigation uearthed he fact that, for
1952 only, they were pated." Ths caralso
has te original rubber floomats- areal
rarity these days. Wheneer possible,
Malcolmhas reuseditems like tre orignal

nuts and bolts but, even lnencomponents

Angular styling makes the Mayflower fastly recognisable from any viewpoint. Large
boot capacity was featured in advertisements. have had to be replacedgthascarefully

stored awaythe old parts, so that any




future researchers calook at them.

A Londortaxi-cab driver by professiomMalcolm & probably better placed than ost motorists when it comes
to assessingte Triumph'oon-the-road perfomance."Well, | definitelywouldn't use the Mayflower as a taxi" he
laughed."It is quite exhausting to drive long distances in. Merst aspect is the exdrbraking distance you have
to allow for- andthe steering wadersquite a bit,too. | once had it up t6Omph going downhilvith a following
wind ¢ and that wagruly frightening"

Central dash panel has only two bi
round gauges. Radio and heater
O2aid SEGNI Ay (4

Regrettably, te Mayflower hasn't alwaygroveditself to be one hurdred percentreliable,andbadly
disgraced itselbn theway tothev dzZSSy Q& D2f RSy Wdzo A f SS dulpiNtbnRISintegrgtedwWdzy S
en route to London," saitMlalcolm, "It's a well known wealess with thisengine bat ittook me a long time to
forgive thecarfor letting me down and missing oon that oncein-a-lifetime occasion, Fortunately, the bore
wasn'tharmed and he was abte rebuildthe engine withira week, "It is such a spte unit to work on."he
enthused.

Anddespite hispreviousmisgivingexpressed about driving ehMayflower, Malcolm doederive great
pleasue from using the car. "It's thenjoyment it gives to other pegale," he said."Whenever anyone sees the
Mayflower, they alwaysmile and tell me what wonderfuhemoriesit brings back. The Micra nay-possibly- be
clased as &ort of modern equivalent to the Mayflowebutwill the Nissarbe regarded with such theage
affection as theTriumph in fifty years' tim@ Somehow, we don't thik so?




Limo in Miniature

Classic Car Weeklist February 2017

The Mayflower is a bit of an oddity in the Triumph ling with grown-up razoredged

styling scaled down around a Standard 10 engine. But we reckon this baby boomer has
charm aplenty

There's no mistaking the M#gwer'sdistinctive sharpedged looks; they certainly appeal to buyers wanting
something just a little different téhe norm. With styling that apes the Bentl&ikVI, the Mayflower was clearly
targeted atwealthier buyers those who perhaps mightave forggone a chauffeur and bigger car aseault of
increasingly stringent tax hikes levibd the postwar government.

Open the generously proportioned door, slito
the bench seat and you're struck by howch room
there is in the front. A columohangegearlever and
small transmissiotunnel combine to create a lot
more floorspaceand elbow room than the

Mayflower's compactimensions might suggest, and

armrests builinto the doors take the strain off your
elbowsduring longer journeys.

Longer journeys aren't quite so pleasant those
sitting in the back. They'll need to get arell too,
because they're fairly well hemmed back thee, but
Triumph thoughtfully provide@®pening rear quarter
lights to help alleviateny stuffiness. And besides,
there's none of thdorced intimacy you'd get in, for
example, arAustin A30 orA35.

Allround visibility is pretty good; and whitee
metal dashboard isn't exactly a thing bkauty, it's

'. b Lo

Well made iterior
may be short on
space and luxury
odzi AdQa
and practical place
to be on longer '
journeys

reasonably attractive and therefdenty of room on the shelf for maps and a fpackets of sweetswhich would,
of course have been rationed during the Mayflowepsoduction run.

But what's it like to drive k it as dowdy athe naysayers suggest? Or is there a hidderart of gold waiting
to be discoveredAdjust your mindset to a slower pace and tayflower really does come into its own and
scoes for all the right reasong.ibn't quickby any meandput taking into the account th&247CQre-war side
valve engine, that's hardurprising. Turn the ignition key, pull tiséarter and the engine parps into life almost
immediately, often without the need for muathoke. Once it's underway with the chogashed in, the little
flathead engine offers mormrque than you might have expected.

(
{
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The threespeed columrchange
gearbox igretty good too. It's not
quite as slick as a weltljustedFord
Zephyr MKI /I Ford Zephyr'set-up and
the driver's changereed to be
accurate to avoid graunches, but it's
easy tochange up and down
reasonably quickly onggou've got
used to the feel of it.

The brakes don't disappoint either
they're not quite up to the friction
forces generatedhy most small 1960s
cars, butthey're efficientenough and
surprisingly resistant to fadafter
repeated use. The handbrake's strong
too, meaning hill starts don't have to be
a delicatguggling act on the pedals.

- So, it's not quick and many consider
its looksto be rather controversil, but this little sliceof England is a joyously compact treat. It's dghamic- it
was never meant to bebut it's anendearingly competent allounder and makeas firstrate compact classic.

ENGINE 1247cc/4-cyl/SV POWER 38bhp@4200rpm TORQUE 59lb
ft@4200rpm MAXIMUM SPEED 65mph 0-60MPH 27sec FUEL
CONSUMPTION 23-30mpg GEARBOX RWD, three-speed manual
ENGINE OIL Castrol Classic XL30 - 4 litres GEARBOX OIL Castrol
Classic XL30 - 1 litre AXLE OIL Castrol Classic EP90 - 0.85'litres

1 DAILY DRIVING
The Mayflower is in its elemeiaround townor buzzing down country lanes and is
morethan capable of keeping up with modern traffince you've adjusted to the
_ idea of keeping youtight foot buried in the carpet. Its compasize means it'll slot
i It s . into car park spaces thather classis would have to forego, too. Tlwlumn change

Sl EEMLEEUENY  can get tiring over time anthe trafficators are albut-invisible to moderrdrivers, so
mini-limo fare in our e . . . . .

challenges? it's wise to adopt a motorcyclistigariness- or fit modern flashing indicatord.uckily
the Mayflower has pretty goodll round visibility, though the thick Qillars andsmall
rear window can make reversing tricky.

2 IN THE SERVICE BAY

Open the bonnet and peer deep into the englmey and the little engine is revealed. Yes,dtisall, and yes it
needs regular oil chages,but everything is easily accessible. Standagivicing jobs such as changing the plugs,
points and condenser are straightforwamthough an inspection light is useful becatse cavernous engine
bay is quite dark. Partre easily availabldrough the TriumphMayflower Club and a drain tap on the radiator




means that flushing the system is quick aaby. The front and rear suspension negosasing regularly but it's
all easily accessihlso it's not too onerous a job.

3 ON THE SHOW CIRQUI

Be prepared for questions, cheeky ‘expeeinarks and the occasional appreciative
one-liner. The Mayflower encompasses @hlssic emotions, from the enthusiastic to
the downright hostile. There's no denying thigg opinionpolarising looks are the
biggestdraw, but so too is its comparative rarity, Be ready to explain why you've f ID WO I
taken the pathless travelled. A Mayflower sparks attentiasmerever it goes rightly so, ik
given that it'sone of the first new British cars launched af@iorld War I - and it looks t Y 1 ] no
as perfectly at homat the Goodwood Revival as it does at the logidge show. l : n e TS
Accept and embrace its dynansbortcomings during the drive to and frongaven

show, and bask in all the attention whijeu're there. 1949

May-

4 THE LONG WEEKEND

If you're venturing some distance away frdmome, a long weekend is advisable
becausewhile the Mayflower will get you there, it worlte quick. Nevertheless it has
room for fourat a a pinch and the boot's big enough to takeee large soft bags.
Frontseatoccupantshave plenty of arm and leg space, but thasehe rear will feel
more cramped and tallgpassengers in particular will need regular stopget out and
stretch their legs.flyou move ircountry house weekend circles, accept that yeon't
be the first to arrive- but will certainlyget most of the attention when you do.

5 THE BROAD BLAST

Expect a Boad meander rather than a bladiyt if you accept that this is a pestar car
with pre-war roots, you won't be disappointed. l&ssy to gethe Mayflower rolling
and maintairmomentum once you've mastered the colurgearchange. It grips pretty
well, despite itsarrow track, and impresses (or terrifiesther road users with its
pronounced body rollMaintaining revs and keen anticipation nresayou won't
demand too much of the brakeall in all, the Mayflower doesn't so muclisappoint as
persuade the driver to reasselis or her driving style

THE CCW VIEW

BODY BUYING HOW'’S THE
Any car with personality is S;URJ'!_EY T I P S ) INTERIOR?
worth seeking out, and the pint mwﬂ" ,L';;ve.,"“mw' iiboe
i i buyers must check to be but the ageing
sizedMayflower has it by the sy setiini SN 0 st
bucketload. what you can see and the taken its toll over the years.
1 underside, because the Mayflower Seat facings can deteriorate if
Its looks Wo_n t appea! to features unitary construction. exposed to the sun and door
everyone, but it's an eminently Corrosion has killed off many cards exposed to water ingress rot
Mayflowers over the years so any quickly. Headlinings are vulnerable

usable compact saloon with
room forthree or four plus their
luggage, allied to
straightforwardengineering. It
demands regulamaintenance
(but no speciaskills) and driving
one isn'tdifficult once you've
familiarisedyourself with little
idiosyncrasiesuch as the
column gearchangeand slightly
slow steering.

serious rot means you should walk

away. Unless you're particularly
handy with a welder.

PANEL PERFECTION

Finding replacement body
panels isn't easy - remember the
Mayflower wasn't built in large
numbers and many have already
been scrapped. If your car needs
wings, doors, bootlid or even
glass, then a donor car is going
to be your best bet if the owners’
club can't help. Alternatively, wait
for a better example to surface.

to staining and failing adhesive
causes them to droop and fall
away. Once again, a good donor
car may be your saviour if any
trim needs to be replaced.

TAKE A DRIVE

A good example should
have a smooth gearchange and
the clutch should be light and
unobstructive. Even the best
engines won't give any more than
average performance, but all
should be reasonably quiet and
smooth in operation.

Ultimately it's not a demandingr expensive car to owif youbuy wisely in the
first placeg andits rarity and unusual mwor-edgelooks will always ensure a ready
crowd of onlookers whenevefu park up at a classic car show.
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Black Box

Triumph World October/November 1995

There was nothing magical about the angular stylingthie Mayflower yet it was the most
successfuinodel Triumph had ever built up until then. Some of tsecrets behind this unique
looking car are revealed bpavid Hawtin

Opinions of Triumph'Mayflower were once asharpy divided as thg@lanes of its distinctive razeedge
coachwork . Announakin September 1949, the Mayflowavasa bold attempt to recreate the loolkof the
successful Triump1800Town & Country Saloon small caform. Although popular wheapplied to large up
market cars irthe 1930s, razeedge styling
was noteveryone's cup dfea when marred
to the postwar idiom of integralwings and
faired-in headlams as orthe Mayflower.
"The combinatiorstrikes some people as
displeasing,hoted Country Life's motoring
scribe.

Neverthekss, the model soldké no
other Triumgh before it. Some35,000 were
built between 1950 ad 1953, a little over
fifty percent ofwhich went for export.
Despite itsevocative name, attempts to sell
the Mayflower inthe USA were a disrha
failure; what the Americans waet then
were cheap, fast, large carspincheap, slow,
small ones.

Whateve their thoughts about its
appearancethe Mayflower's criticeould
not dispute that its boxghapeconstiuted a
velry effectivepiece of automotive packaging.
Within a wheelbase of a mere smvfeet, the baby Triumph ddeved aninterior only marginally less rooman
that of the consideralyl largerTown & Country. Slim screen piand a generous glass arenade forexcellent
visibility, ard the overalifeeling of interior spaciousnessasmuch commente on at thetime.

Styled chieff by Leslie Moore aulliners with some input fronStandardTriumph's Waler Belgrove the
Mayflower's alsteelbody was manufactured
by Fishe & Ludlow. Its superstructarwas
welded to a combined floopancum chassis,
and whik thus not atrue example of unitary
constructon, it was neverthelesa big
advane on separate chassis/bodiesigns.

The integral body shedl'superiorrigidity
enabled the Mayflower tanake the most of
its alknew independenfront suspension. ©
conwentiond layout with unequalength
wishbones, the systn brokenew ground by
enclosimg the telegopic dampers withm the
coil springs and using a babint for thetop
swivel bearing; uniqudy amorg Soe 5 I NIL L g PAPIeNs
contemporary masgroducal cars. i e e e e

Elsewhee the Mayflower wasess N e
innovatory, its engine ahtransnission being sourceddm otherStandardTriumph modés. Displacing 1247cc
and producig 38bhp at 4200 rpm, the four cylired side-valve power unit wa descendd from that of the pre

N
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| This degree of body roll |5 seldom encounterad in anything but a sailing dinghy today!
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war Standard-lying Ten. Mated td was a versin of the Sandard Vanguard's abynchromeh three-speed
gearbox.Synchromeshmfirst gear was annusual feature at the time, but asdeemed necessary for a lew
powered car weighing wébver a torwhen laden. Power watransmittedvia an open propshaft to a hyjmb
bevel gear rear axle, also Vangaian origin. Semelliptic
springs andelescopc dampers controlled reaxle movement.
Brakes werd_ockheed hydraulics all rodn

While the Mayflower's externatlegance earned it the
soubriquet ofthe 'Watch Charm Rollgts interiorwas mud
more utilitarian. Whereacres of polished walrtunight have
been expected, there wsanothingbut painted steel, and
though carpetsand leatheffaced seats wereptions, standard
equipment wasvynide-trimmed seats plus rubbeanat flooring.
After all, StandardTriumph's main rivals were Austand
Morris, not RollsRoyce.

A comfortable carriage for fouthe Mayflower could
accommodatdive at a pinch wh the front seatarrangal as a
bench. Reaaccessvas made easier b y the front seats
automatically sliding forward wdn tilted. To maximise the
limited bootspace, the spare wheel watowedbeneath the
floor in a winddown tray. Howevey it's doubtful whetherthe
boot could have held ewvethe modest amount of luggage
neededfor a day at the seaside:1 designersvere obviously
aware of thisshortcoming arranging for théoot's bottom
hinged Id to serve as load platform.

Although he's now the Triuph Mayflower Club's technical
officer, Howard Pryor from Barnet in nitr London, knev next
to nothingabout the model when he acq@d NLO 739 in 1988.
Advertisal inExchange & Marthe 1953Mayflower was a non
runner, a factwhich enabled Howatto get £15knocked off
the £750 askig price.

"l fancied owning a clagscar- something big with wings
and ruming boards and thought aviayflower wouldbe just
the job. Ofcourse, what | had in mind waRenown! he
confessed. "Whenwent to see the car it was covaten dust,
but the bodyworkwas in vey good condition. Apparentlythe
car's then owner had never udét, and it had been laidufor
o e Lo e | sometime. The most recent tax disc watkated 1967, so the

recorded mileageof 54,000 could well have baggenune."

A full restoration was notoward's intention at ths time¢ he merely wantel to get the Mayflowerunning
and then use itUnfortunately, the engine stubbornly resisted e v e r y effort to get ggdorm properly, and
was eventudl despatched to a lot@ngineerindgirm for reconditioning. The overdul includel reboring, fitting a
setof oversize pistons, regrinding tloeankshatft,
and renewiry all thebearing shells.

"Even at 1989 prices, the cosjust £245- was
a bargain, "remari&d Howard. "Especially
considemgthat these days a set of pistons alone
will set you back £120

While the engine was away{oward took the
opportunity torestore the engine bay. One thing
led to another, and he ended upaving the entire
car resprayed."The painter said he'd brinthe
carback when it was finished, wtih turned out to
be eighteen monthsater!" recalled Howard
ruefully. " Imust sy though, that he's done an |
absolutey first class job. All theody repairs were |




leaded there w aso filler used anywheré

Not that there wasnuch wrangwith the Mayflower's bodywidk apart from a poorlfitted repair secton
discoveredn the nearside reawmg almost certalnly resultln@om accident damageand severecorrosion of

ey the thin rib whidh runsacross the boot deck

~ '~ ' % beneath therear window. This had already ba
subjected to a bodged repair, dnt was
consideral easier and cleando remove it
completely That asidethere was no serious rust
anywhere on the car; even the flogpan, aknown
weak point, had survad unscathed. Thig/as just
as wel] asreplacemen panels for theMayflower
are nonexistent theselays.

"I've learned from speakimtofellow owners,

i o S that my car's condion was exceptional, "revead
500t Bdcan act 35 lad-camying piatrm for extra Wuggage capacity. Note fid down Howardb ¢ L U @ S MN)EOI/VQ’%/-SintEﬁ)Eth
. i of whichwere badly rusted behihthe frontwheel

arches. Once rust gets alddhere, it spreads to the rest of thigoor pan, which is also vulnerabhtthe rear

beneath the petrol tank. Ae weight of the doors is a probintoo, and the hinges often fail. Myar's doors are
fine, whid againpoints to its low recordd mileage adeing genuine."

A quantity of spares sourced from one
of the Mayflowers past owneryielded a
brand nev rear bumperand anew
radiator grille anl front bumper wee
obtained through e Triumph Mayflowe
Club.

A previous ownehad overfauled most
of the Mayflower's rmning gear, leaving
Howard wit thejob of replacing the
shockabsorbers. New front shocks were
obtained from the TMC, aha pairof
Bedford Midi units instadld at therear.
Nothing was left to chanceith the
braking system, which ascompletely ] . , =
rebuilt with a nev mastercylinder, wheel [ : .
cylinders pipesand shoes. | Four cylinder side-valve engine started life in the Standard Flying Ten |

By April 1993 the reassembled
Mayflower was back on the road.IA&las far fom wel however, as thengine efused to run cleanly. Nobnly
that, but the head gasket wad blow with monotonous regularity'The engine had been modified twibolts
holding dow the cylindethead insteal of studs and nuts,ral at first | didn't realise that thiarrangemen was
non-standard" Howaid admitted. "Head removalan be difficult o these engines abke chemical reaction
between the aluminum head and steel studends to seize them togethebviously someone had tried tsolve
this probem by fitting bolts.The troublewas, ya couldn'ttorque the head down tightlgnough®

Unabk to obtain suitable studsom the Mayflower Club, Howd had a set made up, only to thedisover
that the special hardergenutsand washers also were unobtainabl&hey had to be custn madetoo," he
recalled. "Ordinay onesturned out to be useless, and kaagetting through head gaskets likeere was no
tomorrow. Eve afterthe original head fixig arrangementfiad bea reinstated, the gasketas still inclind to
blow. lended up ireasng the torqueloading over the recommendkfigure. So far it's been okay
With the spate of blowm gasketshow behind him, Howard turnedisattention to finding the cause of the
engine's rough running and laof power. At first the valve timing vé&suspeted, but after diecking wih a
degree plate this was fowhto bespot on. T o complicate matters baut of fuel starvation then madthe engine
impossible to start. Aie fuel pump was checldeand thetank cleané out before the causeaperished fuel line
was discovered.

"The steel outer sheath lookedkay, but the rubber tube inside liiad disintegrated," said Howareyho
eventually trace the rootcause of the engine's malaise to theeather pipe whib links thecrankcase to the
inlet manifold; orrather, to the absence of the pipersstrictor. Situated at the manifoldnd, this seemingly
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insignificantcomponent- a .375 inb diameterdisc wit a .0® inch holen the centre- is vitd to the engine's
smoothrunning. Shou it be mésing, therthe incoming mixture will be diled by an excess of air drawdirectly
from the crankcase.

"I'd come across references taitthe technical literature, butd never seen one," Howard wime."It wasn't
until a local Triump specialisfound that the mixture wagxceptionally lean, and cheatdor the presence of the
restrictor, thatthe mystery was finally resolvetlarranged to borrow one from a fielw Mayflower owner in
order to make a copy, and once I'd se#, |lwent and searched thrnogh thespares which had come withe car.
Sure enough, there w a s the origlh"

By this time- the summer of 1994 six years had elapdesince theMayflower's acquisition, andlthough the

car was at last a reelblerunner, its restoration wa byno means completed. The nestagewas the

refurbishment of the interiorwhich was carrig out by a
professional upholsterer over the wietof 1994/95. Howard
was leen to retain as much of the existingitn aspossible so
only the front seatsleatherfacings were renewedalongwith
the door trims al carpets.

Apart from the wate temperaturegauge, all the instruments
were inworking order. The instrumernpanel's plastic pul
switches haddeteriorated with age, but Howd was fortunate
enough to fid somereplacements on @ autojumble stall."|
paid£12for seven brand newswitches," he recalled. "Theg'ras
rare as hen's teeth| would gladly have padl £20 for one!"

Assessing the Mayflowarstraightline performane soon
after itslaunch The Motor's correspondentwrote: '"You will not
find the engindacking in power to keep youn orahea of the
traffic stream on ararterial road.' 4645 mph wa reckaed to
be the car's smoothest paceijth 55 or even 60 mip
sustainableshould the need arise, whiconlygoes to show how
much slower wathe pace of motoring life bacin 1950.

"If you're preparel to be patientthen driving a Mayflower
can befun,” says Howard. "It's surprisitygcomfortable for a
small car of theeriod, which is just as wWehsMayflower travel
doubles your normgburney time!'

Fa all its shortcomings, the stgh Mayflower wa an
outstandingsales success for Standardumgh, arguaby/
because it brought bigarlooks withn reach of those who
couldn't afford the real thing. Moreefined and better built tha
most ofthe contemporary opposition, thear is these days in
demard as arentry-levd classic.

"Many classi car enthusiasts stawith a Mayflower because
they're comparatively cheap," expla#d Howard."Though most
soan mowe on to a larger car because thendithe Mayflower's
performane disappinting.”

Even if Howard Pryaloes moveon to something biggerhe
admitsto still fancying a Renow- | can'tsee him parting with
the Mayflowe; seven years of trouble and strifeeeming only to
have deepend hisaffection for the model. "Onceoy get them
sorted, Mayflowers aréovely little car$ he says.

FACTFILE

1953 TRIUMPH
MAYFLOWER
2-DOOR SALOON

Engine:

Sidevalve, four cylinder, cast iron block, alu-
minium head, three bearing crankshaft
Capacity: 1247¢cc

Bore and stroke: 63 x 100 mm

Compression ratio: 6.8:1

Maximum power: 38bhp at 4200rpm

Max torque: 58.5 Ibs/ft at 2500rpm
Carburettor: Single downdraught Solex

Transmission:

3-speed all-synchromesh gearbox, hypoid
bevel back axle

Chassis/Body:

Wheelbase: 7ft Oin

Overall length: 13ft Oin

Overall widih: 5kt 2in

Unladen weight: 2107 pounds

Suspension: Coil spring independent front
with double wishbones. Live rear axle with
underslung half-elliptic leaf springs

Tyre size: 5.50 x 15 inches

Performance:

Top speed: 65 mph

0-50 mph: 25 seconds (approx)

General:

Price (December 1950): £395 (plus £110 95
6d Purchase Tax)

Production total: 35,000 (including 10 drop-
head coupes)

——
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MI Tests the Triumph e
Mayflower o

Mechanix lllustratedDecember 1952

Apart from the knifeedge styling, which may omay not send you, best feature of thisat is
its price.By Tom McCalhill

THE Triumph Mayflower, an ounsizeEnglish bucket, looks more than a littikee the Mayflower that
brought onemillion three hurdred and fortyseventhousand immigrants to thetores ofMassachusetts back in
1620. (n New YorlCity alone, if any politician could colki the votes of pople claiming to be direct
descendants of the guys and doWhoassaulted Plymouth Rock on that c@lécember day over 300 years ago,
he couldswing any election in a landslide.)

some very remarkable virtues.

But let's get back on course. Tiidumph Mayflower, an automobile thditas more acute angles than you can
find inthe uplift ads, is the only car in the workglling for less than ten grand that followse knife-edgeschool
of design. Until thévlayflower came along (the car, not tlmat), knifeedge finish was more or leasRollsRoyce
or Bentley exclusive. It wassually found on the more ultraltra formal rigs of state used by the toffs for
Coronation paades, tte opening of Parliamerdr going to the opera. The Triumpltayflower is to me a baby
town car. It isa design most people eithdrate on sighbr warm up to gradually. It is about aporty as shooting
parrots in a cage ands streamlined as King Fakodang aone-and-a-half off a tenfoot springboard.

When Joe Ferguson of Fergus Motahg Americardistributors, asked me ifWould like to test one, | told
him, "OkayJoe, but | want you to know I think it'shall of a looking car and if it's half asdoas | think it looks I'm
going to blast it wid®pen." Joe said he thought | would likeifitt gave the car a chance so he and NioMichael
brought one out to my housfor testing."

This car, with a 1 #ire engine (samsize as the TD MG), is onlydliiches lon@verall and 62 inches wide.
This makes i leadpipe cinch for handling in heawmaffic and for parking. It is 62 incheshiright, which insures
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those on the driver'seat plenty of head room, but in the back
seat | fourd the head room lirted. Myfirst impression when |
got behind thewheel was amazement at its big car roominess
in the front seat and its real chdieightcomfort. In this

respect it remindedne of our own Chryslers of late years. It
has a steeringcolumn shift and a thregpeedtransmission,
unlike the tyicalBritish fourspeed box. "

I had hardly left my own driveway before | realized that |
was tooling an exceptionalfine handling car. The steering
was light and sure and the first run througty standard test
curve was an eyepenerAt 50 mies an hour through thisend

Boxvdes,gn of the top gives except,na,,y good ead that would send some Detroit barg@sto the woods, this
room for a small car. Sharp lines are like those of a jiggersize, slaksidedtobacco can held on like a tar stain a

Rolls-Royce, Bentley. white shirt. Its cornering ability wasot full sports car stuff
such as you get ; T

from an MG, but considering this cahsight, shape and weight it
was as solid ag 16pound shot landing on your head. Thwre |
drove the Mayflower the moreliked it. But the big papff came in
the hill climb test

With myself and Joe and 500 paisextra added weight, it took
my long 28 percentgrade hill admb without the slightessign of
distress. Naturally this was done llow gear but at the steepest point
| stoppedthe ca dead and then started off agawithout a single
buck. With one averagsizedriver alone in the car, the Mayflower
would be a real threat on Switzerlandatterhorn. Considering its
size and thdact that four people, all sding betterthan 200 pouxls,
can go for a trip in thibarge, the Maflower is quite a naughtyttle
atom.

) ) ] ] ] ) One unusual wrinkle is the locking handle for
On the highway this car, though no bottlightning in breaking the hood.

from a light,nevertheless can whip up to 30 i@é anhour from a
standstill in 7.7 seconds amgtto 60 in 26.33 seconds. Somewhéretween 65 and 7@he cork gets pulled all

the way out of the bottle and that's that.

— When | got this pickle jar back to tieuse and started taking

: {? pictures | realizedhat, like a teen age kid's beard, it wslew in
growing but nevertheless this cams growing on mekEven the knife
edgebody treatment got less hard to take atfie fact that it was so
entirely differentfrom all competitive rigs gave the Mayflowarmit of
distinction. So wold rubberboots on a ballet dancer, | know, but on
the Mayflower this stihtly stuffy look, afirst glance silly, soonaye it
a sort of amaloof Colony Club appearance,

Now, the point where | switched frotaughing at this turnip to
taking it seriouslyvas when | asked Joe what it costidered in New
York City. He told me th&1,685 is all the loot you have to raise to
own one of these book ends. In my balat's the bigfeature. If this
little geraniumpot cost a thousand dats more | wouldstill be
laughing every time | saw one amguld recommend it only to
advertisingexecutives' and my worst enemieat $1,685 this job has a
lot to offer. As alreadgtated, is ease of handling in hard trafis a
feature in itself forsuburban or cityravel. As a second car for going to
the station or taking up to three #s toschool,it would be hard to beat.

The Mayflower is well built and thepholstery and general finish are tops farcar in this price class. Even
your grandmothemtot Pill Nelle, wouldn't look atall out of place rolling up to the Woman@ub with Jake th
Chauffeur on the boxn all, the Triumph Mayflower is a 2@t aristocrat with a rare port and custowigar look.
| can't see Bulldog Drummorstiepping out of one of these but | caicture Pierpont Nickelnose, the slick city
banker, arriving in one faa board meeting.

Fully-adjustable chair-height front seat
makes for very comfortable riding, our
expert learned.

——
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The fourcylinder, 1 Yitre engine develop88 horsepower and the entire carnloaded, weighs just over
2,000 poundsThe threespeed steeringvheel shift willnot appeal to the sports car group buthias a lot of
advantages in trait. It is easyo change gears and you can leave ié&tond, mile after mile, without any blow
up effects.The average woman driver will find this far easier for shopping trips tthefloor shift, fourspeed
box. For thosavho live in big cities and rka occasiondtips to the country on weekends, thdayflower would
be hard to top. In fact, imakes a whale of a lot more sense thamning a big Detroit ballooriYou can stord in
most garages for less, it gets 35 mitesa gallon of gas and, whatisore important,it will look just as funny or
justas good (depending on yoaesthetic viewpointfive years from now as it does todakhis means if it does
the job you want, itvon't go out of date like its high stylemerican contemporaries. If thimppensto be your
type of rig, old boy, | recommerttiat you grab your bowler and go your nearest dealer, for a closer lodks
the Marlboro cigarette people say, ¥bu want to escape from the commonpladéé doors ae open with that

$1,685 price.

SPECIFICATIONS

MODEL TESTED:
1953 Triumph Mayflower two-door sedan

-

ENGINE:

4 cylinder, bore 2.48 inches, stroke 3 L
pmon7 1&:&«.:«: 76 cubic Inches: r::d "’cf.'::.'
ance nches; brake horse 3 .
compression ratic 6.8 to | . ‘m o

DIMENSIONS: ©  _ : R,

Whealbase 84 Inches: overall length [54 inches:
width 62 inches; height &2 incho?; vniqhtn?h;:o'
pounds; standard tire size 5.50x15; gas tank 10 g'als

a - . . 3
PERFORMANCE: _ : i
0 to 30 mph, 7.7 u_conds ’ .

0 to 40 mph, 26.33 seconds
Top‘tpoo!i 65-70 mph

engine pushesthe 2,000-pound car at 70 mph

- A & et o e -

Uncle Tom was pleasantly surprised to find the little car could negotiate the “McCahill Test Hill”
in low with a full load without bucking.
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The story of the Triumph Mayflower. By Richard Truett —
,“I |m 3-WHEELE!

Upon seeing the brandew Triumph Mayfloweat Earl's Court in Octobd©49, a woman waled up to the
compact Triumpland uttered these now famousords: "Oh how perfectly bloody."

e No one got the lady's name. But hermment
almost four decades ago hasuck with the
Triumph Mayflower fronits debut to this very
JriLc@  day Indeed, thosevords have become a part of

W& the lorethat surrounds one of Triumph's least
understood cars.

And there are people today who astill trying
to figure out exactly what th&riumph Mayflower
is all aboutAccording to authors Richard
Langworthand Graham Robson, Standard
Triumph Chairman Sir John Black, alwtags
shrewd businessman,ag lookingor ways to
cash in on the huge demarfdr cars in postvar
America. Sometiman early 1947, Black had a conversatwith Louis Antweiller, managing directof Mulliners
of Birmingham, a weknowncoach builder. This is where tihdayflower sbry begins.

"Americans liked RoHRoyces. RoHRRoyces were razeedged; therefore, theyvould like a small saloon
styled the samavay . . . Antweiller made this very poiaid Sir John grabbed the ball and aith it," according
to Robson andLangwoth.

Styled by Leslie Moore and Waltgelgrove, tie Mayflower was about theame size as a Volkswagen Beetle.
Many people thought it odd to apply razestylingto a car so small. The result wist the Mayflower was either
instantlyloved or instantlyhated. Rarely, thougtwas it ignored. It earned such nicknanmessendearing as "The
Watch Chain Roll®r as unflattering as "The Slab Sideabacco Can." Today it remainsaomaly.

Although it was designed (and nameu}h the American market in mindhe Mayflower never did do well in
the threeyears (195653) that it was in the U.8narket. In fact, it showed how insulatelde British were to the
American market.

First of all, the 38 horsepowddayflower was dreadfully slow angoefully underpoweredThe factoryquoted
a 050 time of 23 seconds araltop speed of just 63 miles per ho@econd, the Mayflower came with amgine
that needed much more maintenandlean Americans were used tAccording to the Mayflower ownerlmanual,
the cylinder head sbuld beremoved every 25,000 miles atidecoked."

The Mayflower came with a thregpeedmanual transmission. Althoughis gearbox was one of the first fully
synchronized three speeds in a Britisdr, its gear ratios were extremely widehich made ér avkward shifting.
Butlike almost every misunderstood cdine Mayflower may have just come aloagthe wrong tlme

The Mayflower was one of the firsars to utilize unit body E57 ; '
construction.The Mayflower body was built by Fist&tudlow, &
makers of a deepox sectiorframe welded to a steel body. Thisi:
madethe Mayflower extremely rigid withouadding
unnecessary weight. Also, tffie and finish of the compact
Mayflowerwas among the best of the day for a @auits class.

Inside, the Mayflower sported superroomy interior that
featured leathercovered seats (for the American markat)d 4,
room enough to carry four largedults in comfort. According to
Langworthand Robson, the Mayflower useoh incredible 86.8
percent of its totalwidth for interior space One interesting
innovaion was the unique way the seatoved to allow




passengers into the badeat. As the front seat backrest was tiltieadward, the seat slid forward. Thiwupled
with the Mayflower's wide doorsade ingress and egress extremelyyefag a car with a wheelbase of just 84."

Although the engine probably killexhy chances of the Mayflower takingot in America, it did deliver
anywherebetween 35 and 40 miles per gallon. Thade driving the Mayflower vergffordable. The little
Triumph sold for$1,685 in 1950. Although the Mayfloweid garner favourable press revietysoughout its
three-year stay, salesever did catch on. Although the exdjure is not known, no more than 2@ so
Mayflowers were sold in Americklowever, the Mgflower was not a totafailure. In the three years the car
remainedin production, exactly 34,000 Mayflowengere built.

According to Philip. Hall of BristolEngland, the former chairman of tAgiumph Mayflower Club, 16,395
Mayflowerswere built for he home marketwhile 17,605 were built for exporccording to the Mayflower Club,
only611 examples are known to hasarvived. Five of those are in Canadal nine are in the United States. Hall
says Mayflowers are reportedly still beinged in suchiar flung places as Sri Lardad Pakistan.

But the rarest of the Mayflowers athe ten
missing convertibles that wetauilt in 195051.
The whereabouts ddll ten is a mystery, and a
Mayflower convertible would be a fairly
valuablevehicle. Even thougbuch factory
information as serial numbers, tridetails, and
exact build dates are knowthe history of the
ten convertibles isnyone's guess. All that
survives is publicity photo taken sometime in
1950.

So what is it like to own and drive a
Mayflower? That question was referrgd Phil
Hall, who, in addition to owningnd restoring
several Mayflowers, hasurtured a decades
long love affair witlthe car. Says Hall: "The
Mayflower isa car with character. It will
willingly cruisealong at 45 mph, and ith the
busychoked up roads here in Great Britain,
that is more than sufficientOf coursethe
Mayflower is not the car for th®aytona racing
circuit or England'Silverstone. But it was
never intendedo be anything more than just a
friendly family carwith no frills or refinements,
and that is exactly what it was and is.”

Ironically, sales of the Mayflower begampick up just as Standaffriumphbegan phasing the car out of
productionto concentrate on the Standard Eigimid Standard Ten, known inishcountryas the Triumph TR10

Mark Norris, an Orlando, Florida, aanilector who owns a Mayflower, sai has discovered that finding
mechanicaparts for the car isn't too difficulyut locating trim parts is next tampossible. Norris said he redhn
hadthe brake system overhauled anliscovered many of the Mayflowertsake parts were used on other British
vehicles such as early posar MGs.

Norris' Mayflower was sold by Fergus
Motors in New York. Then, somehoiv,
ended up spending severdécadesn a
museum. Today it lives in the tropical
Florida climate and makes an occasional
appearance at British car shows.

Had the Mayflower come along
duringthe small car economy boom of
the late1950s, we might think of more
than Pilgrims, Plymouth R, and
Thanksgivingvhenever the word
Mayfloweris mentioned.

——
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